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Social position of the private shelter for the victims of domestic violence in Switzerland
~ Focusing on cooperation with the public sector

and financial support which are the issue of private shelters in Japan ~
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Abstract

Private shelters could become an important resource in the protection of DV victims in Japan. However, this potential is not well understood; and a
result, private shelters receive little or no financial support from the government. Switzerland, in contrast, is widely recognized as a leader in public-
private DV programs. We, therefore, investigated Swiss DV policy and programs to determine the key factors in their success.

The major findings from our research are: (1) government funding of private shelters is sufficient to provide decent salaries to workers and to attract
professional staff; (2) frequent communication between public and private DV organizations assures mutual understanding and confidence; (3) public and
private agencies share information and jointly manage cases through round-table meeting; and (4) the Swiss government views support for DV victims not
only as an important welfare policy, but also as a matter of gender equity.
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