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Abstract

This paper outlines an introduction of both the concept and the practices of suicide prevention as safety promotion. Firstly, referring to
the definition of safety promotion by WHO Collaborating Centers for safety promotion, we explain the concept of community-based
suicide prevention as community safety promotion. Secondly, some practices of community-based suicide prevention in Aomori Prefecture,
including Rokunohe Town and Towada City, and other prefectures, including Kuji Area, Iwate Prefecture, Yamato City, Kanagawa
Prefecture are outlined. Then it is discussed why community-based suicide prevention as community safety promotion is needed. Thirdly,
some overlapping relationship between the concept of suicide prevention policies based on the Basic Act on Suicide Countermeasures and
that of suicide prevention as safety promotion is discussed. These suggest some reasons why community-based suicide prevention and
suicide prevention policies based on the act are interpreted as safety promotion. Finally, some challenges and orientations for suicide
prevention as safety promotion in Japan are discussed. Some improvement of evaluation methods for suicide prevention in community
level is needed. Suicide prevention for youth seems to be left behind. Suicide prevention focusing vulnerable people to social exclusion,
such as unemployed, people with disabilities, also seems to be left behind. Suicide prevention based on social inclusion policies for such
people has recently started.

Key words : safety promotion, community, community-based suicide prevention, Basic Act on Suicide Countermeasures, social inclusion
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