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Abstract

The Hashima Island, so-called Gunkajima, locating offshore the Nagasaki Harbor is one of the World Heritage
“Sites of Japan's Meiji Industrial Revolution.” In this paper the authors discussed and proposed the safety
measures for tourists in Gunkanjima on the basis of the present and the future in its sightseeing.

The number of Gunkanjima tourists shows a favorable increase trend since the landing permission in April
2009, and is expected considerable increase with the designation as one of the World Heritage. For tourists” safety
some regulations are determined on wave height, wind speed and visibility for ship sailing, service and tourists’
landing on the island, besides safety training for fire prevention, waterproof and emergency operation of the ship
being performed.

The faults potentially affect Gunkanjima are active faults groups below the Tachibana Bay bottom, which might
cause an earthquake of Magnitude 7.2 with a tsunami of 0.5m in wave height to yield the effect on aged buildings
and sea walls of Gunkanjima and evoke tourists’ panic fears. It follows that disaster prevention practices in the
island and on the ship are proposed to be carried out including quake-proof reinforcement of an aged facility built
by a tourists’ course and restoration work of sea walls with a lot of cracks.

Keywords @ Gunkanjima, World Heritage, sightseeing, safety measures, tourists’ safety
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