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Teaching family medicine in the community: OHSU exchange program
Motoharu Fukushi
Ibi Community Medical Center

The author had an opportunity to visit Department of Family Medicine at OHSU in
Portland, Oregon, USA. During the stay, the author had an in-depth observation of
undergraduate and postgraduate education, faculty development, and community-based
education. Much emphasis was being laid on undergraduate education in order to prepare
medical studebts to become physicians. Also emphasized were faculty development for
physicians in the community and continuity of care in the residency program. Based on the
experience, the author strongly feels that we as medical educators in Japan should strive to
lead students to the community; incorporate “ discussion-based learning” in clinical education;
organize various educational resources; and view practice in the community not merely as

“ practice” but also from an educational viewpoint.
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