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Present Status of Family Approaches among Japanese Family
Physicians and Nurses (Second report)

Hiroaki TAKENAKA"”"" Nobutaro BAN""

“"Takenaka clinic

"UDepartment of General Medicine, Nagoya University School of Medicine

[Objectives] Previous reports of family approaches by Japanese family physicians have
utilized "the levels of physician involvement with families" as developed by Doherty and Baird.
Such levels are known to be commonly used among North American physicians; however, it is
unknown if these levels are applicable to Japanese physicians and nurses. We attempted to
evaluate the present status of family approaches adopted by Japanese family physicians and
nurses without using the framework of the levels used in North America.

[Methods] In this cross-sectional study, a self descriptive questionnaire was performed
between September 15 and September 30, 1998. The subjects were members of the Japanese
Academy of Family Medicine, as of August, 1998. The analyses were done using the affinity
diagram method of TQC (Total Quality Control) and cluster analysis.

[Results] Family approaches by Japanese family physicians and nurses were classified into
four levels; 1) patient-centered approaches with neutral stance, 2) objective views, 3) respect
for autonomy and family context, and 4) evaluation of family dynamics and social resources.
While parts of these were similar to the levels of Doherty and Baird, there were also
differences.

[Conclusion] Family approaches utilized by Japanese family physicians and nurses may be
better assessed using an original Japanese method which may differ in some points from that

developed by Doherty and Baird.
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