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Abstract
It is important to explore research methodologies for health communication in the next decade because “fruits” of such research are
required following its recent recognition as an independent academic field in Japan. Therefore, we adopted this topic as a theme for the
11th Annual Conference of the Japanese Association of Health Communication. We traced the history of the development of human
communication, and identified three major research areas for health communication: interpersonal communication, document studies,
and moving image studies. Next, we organized three symposiums focused on research methodologies corresponding to these areas. In
addition, we asked Professor Masato Ishizaki (Graduate School of Interdisciplinary Information Studies, The University of Tokyo) to
give a keynote address. Professor Ishizaki was the best person to overview research methodologies for both expert and non-expert
communication, not limited to the health area. We believed that these symposiums and the keynote address were of significant benefit

for all participants to guide exploration of their research strategies in the next decade.
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