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Abstract

This study explores the experiences of participants of multi-generational theatrical
workshops, considering the efficacy of such workshops in building ongoing, sustainable
multi-generational communities. For this study semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 12 participants about their experiences in the theatrical workshops, and
interviews were analyzed employing the Modified Grounded Theory Approach. The
results revealed that through the impromptu theater performances participants
experienced ‘level relationships unhindered by differences in age’ and ‘the realization of
interactive, bilateral communication’. While a newfound °‘respect for the prolific
knowledge and experiences of the elderly’ was observed in the younger participants,
senior members felt ‘a respect and affection for those from different generations’ and ‘an
appreciation for the participation of the younger generation’. Furthermore, participants
experienced ‘a unity towards theater presentation’, ‘close familiarity with members’, and
‘the encouragement from being recognized by other' through their final performance.
These results, which gave rise to respect for others, rapport transcending generation,
and deepened inter-generational relationships, attest to the value of multi-generational
theatrical workshops towards the creation of sustainable, multi-generational

communities.
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