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Ancient Medical Treatment in Japan : Pu-huang

(Thypha latifolia), its Pollens and Pappi
Masaiti YASUE*

The oldest archive in Japanese, Koziki, has many myths, one of which described
some medical treatments. An injured white rabbit was cured with Pu-huang, which
is believed by several pharmaceutical historians to be pollens of Thypha latifolia
because the Chinese drug named Pu-huang today is made from pollens of that plant.
However, the Pu-huang used in the past is concluded to be pappus, not pollens, of
that plant for the following : (1) The season of the story must be winter. Pappi
(2) The injured white rabbit became
immediately as it was before by Pu-huang. Thus, Pu-huang must be white pappi,
(3) The Chinese character “Pu” (§#§) now means

the plant Thypha latifolia and “huang” means yellow. Therefore, Pu-huang seems

obtained in winter and the pollens in summer.
and yellow pollens are not suitable.
to be pollens, which are yellow powder, but “Pu-zi” (iiliT-) in Koziki means grape.

The

meaning of the Chinese character “Pu-huang” in Koziki cannot be determineded as

Thus, “Pu” cannot de taken to mean one species of plants, Thypha latifolia.
the plant itself, its pollens or pappi. It must be concluded by situation of the mytho-
logical story and medical treatments, referring to the politics, religion, and medical

treatments of that time which were not differentiated.
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The Background for the Separation of the Pharmaceutical

Profession from the Medical Profession in Europe.

Masaiti YASUE*

The separation of the pharmaceutical profession from the medical profession took
place only in Europe. In China and India, where culture had advanced earlier than
in Europe, the pharmaceutical probession showed no indication to gain indepence
from the medical profession. Thus, in medieval Europe there must have been some
unique factors that contributed to the separation. They are assumed to be as follows :

(1) Chinese drugs, including spices and perfumes, were in great demand and sold
at very high prices in Europe, which enabled pharmacists and druggists to become
economicaly powerful.

(2) The first-rate doctors were court physicians, and the other doctors were not
rich, because the medical profession was not suited to make a fortune in those days.

(3) In medieval ages, sicily was the economic center of the world and imported the
high-priced Oriental products including drugs, They were fertile sources from which
the ruler could collect a lot of tax.

(4) Frederick II, King of Sicily, was warlike and always fought against the Pope
and the city states. On the other hand, he also founded the University of Naples,
thus encouraging the improvement of culture. These policies were so costly that he
had to aquire an enormous amount of budget.

(5) The king placed the industry and commerce under the government management,
and the Chinese drugs including spices and perfumes were monopolized by pharmacists
and druggists. These policies were as a matter of convenience for tax collection.
The law made dy Frederick II, which comprized a clause forbidding doctors to have
a pharmacy, were later adopted by many rulers, because it was effective for rulers
to control the people. This law greatly helped to diffuse of the separation of the

pharmaceutical profession from the medical profession.

*  EdERlke, Niigata College of Pharmacy
1) HBAHE¥S HITHES 1977404 B CGER) RE.
2) Location: Kamishin'ei-cho 5829, Niigata,
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Studies on “Zhang Miao Yao-dui”’, a book of Chinese Materia
Medica written in the 3rd Century.

Shiro GoTo

The compilers of “Jia-you Ben-cao”, Lin Yi and some confucians, cited the contents

concerning the effect of drugs from “Xu Zhi-cai Yao-dui” for the first time. But they
did not perceive that “Xu Zhi-cai Yao-dui” had included “Zhang Miao Yao-dui”. Five
years after compilation, they revised “Qian-jin-fang”. At this time they could find

“Zhang Miao Yao-dui”.
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