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CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS OF INTRODUCTION OF
BRITISH MEDICINE INTO JAPAN

A heavy round of duties makes it impossible for T. E. the
British Ambassador and Lady Pilcher to be here today. They have
asked me to express to you their sincere regrets and to wish these
meetings every success. My wife and I are very happy indeed to be
able to represent Their Excellencies.

Today is an auspicious day, it is the true birthday of our Queen,
Elizabeth II; the reputed birthday of Shakespeare our most noted poet
and playwright, whilst the English community in Tokyo today celeb-
rates St. George’s Day, the day of the patron Saint of England.

William Willis, the complete Britisher

I come from a country made up of four countries-England, Wales,

Scotland and Northern Ireland—and its correct name is the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Our national flag
combines four flags.

William Willis, whose services we celebrate today, was a complete
Britisher. He was born in County Fermanagh of Northern Ireland in
1837. He obtained his doctorate (M. D. Edin.) from the University of
Edinburgh in Scotland in 1859. Moving next to England he spent two
years as House Physician at the well'known Middlesex Hospital in
London and qualified as a Member of the Royal College of Physicians
(M. R. C. P. Lond.). For three years after his period in Japan Willis
joined his brother in practise in Wales. In commemoration of these
facts may I present to the Medical School Library these books on
Ireland, Scotland, England, London and Wales?

Character

Quite close to where William Willis was born is the town of
Enniskillen, a town that has given its name to two famous regiments
of the British Army, the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers and the Royal
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Inniskilling Dragoons. It is also a fact that a disproportionate number
of notable British millitary leaders have come from Northern Ireland.
It was natural, therefore, that William Willis should have been bold
and adventurous and it is not surprising that he should have come to
Japan-no small undertaking 100 years ago!

Further qualifications
Willis came to Edo in 1861 as Medical Officer to the British

Legation, forerunner of the Embassy which I serve. His medical quali—

fications were, even then, particularly good. As a student at Edinburgh
Willis was unusually fortunate. The three leading surgeons of the day,
one of them possibly the greatest surgeon ever, were his teaehers. James
Syme was Professor of Surgery and Dean of Medicine, a pioneer in the
use of anaesthetics. James Young Simpson was Professor of Midwifery
and the first in Britain to see the advantages of ether which he
introduced in 1845. A year later Simpson introduced chloroform as
general anaesthetic. Joseph Lister was assistant to Syme and in 1857
produced his classic paper “The Early Stages of Inflammation”. It was
Lister who introduced catgut ligature for wounds, the new type dressing
of medicated absorbent gauze, aseptic surgery and germ-free operating
rooms. These latter were achieved by the liberal spraying of 5% phenol.
Willis drew inspiration from the greatest medical men of his time and
brought their medical technology to Japan.

A year after the return to England in 1882 Willis obtained the
Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons (F.R.C.S.)—the qualification
of a leading surgeon specialist. In 1893, the year before his death, he
gained the Diploma in Public Health (D. P. H.), the qualification sought
by preventive medicine specialists. William Willis was an excellent
medical man adding to his knowledge, experience and qualifications

throughout his career.

The Period in Japan

In 1868, after six years’ work at the British Legation Willis

resigned his post and offered his services to the Japanese. At the time
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I believe some surprise was expressed that Willis treated wounded of
both Government and insurgent armies. I would merely comment that
the Medical profession is degraded when it puts politics before human
suffering. Willis never forgot the Hippocratic oath. When peace came
he was put in charge of a newly-built large Government Hospital and
was instrumental in setting up for the Government the Tokyo Medical
School which has since become the Medical School of Tokyo University.
In 1870 came the invitation from General Saigo for Willis to come to
Kagoshima. In 1868 Willis was only 31 years of age but he was already
possessed of experience far in excess of his yvears. It is much to the
credit of the Japanese Government and of the authorities in Kagoshima
that they supported this brilliant young man so strongly. Willis worked
in Kagoshima for the twelve highly productive and, at times, greatly
disturbed years that are in our minds today. He left Japan in 1882 never
to return.

Why did he leave?

Now Willis had a wife and family in Kagoshima. His services had

been warmly appreciated and, I am pleased to note, he had received a
generous salary. The work had been most rewarding. Not a few early
pupils had proved extremely competent and there was every reason to
expect continued success. There must too have been a strong loyalty to
the memory of Saigo Takamori and others. However Willis left in 1882
and I suppose every future biographer will find a different reason for
his departure. I have been a professor and know that a stage comes
when the sensible teacher steps back and lets the pupils take over,
adding to the subject something of their personalities and something
from their understanding of the national and local background conditions.
By 1882 Willis undoubtedly saw that the time had come for him to step
back.

Why did Willis stay so long?

You remember that in September 1862 there was an unfortunate

incident near Yokohama in which two British were seriously wounded
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and one life was lost. This was followed in August 1863 by the
appearance of a British Naval Squadron of seven ships in Kagoshima
Bay. These were fired upon and there was some bombardment of the
city. Out of these unpromising incidents, however, has blossomed forth
a firm friendship. Many will say, Kagoshima, city of Sakurajima—I say,
Kagoshima, cradle of Anglo-Japanese friendship! Naturally William
Willis was happy here.

It is with the greatest pleasure that I congratulate the grandchil-
dren of William Willis, who are here today, upon their inspiring grand-
father of whom Great Britain is justly proud. I am sure that having
a famous British grandfather cannot always have been easy for you.

It is now a hundred years since William Willis introduced British
medicine into Japan, teaching for a few months in Tokyo before
proceeding to his main work in Kagoshima. I trust this happy associat-
ion in the medical field between my country and Japan will continue
and that the Medical School of Kagoshima University will find the next

hundred years filled with excitement and success.

C. R. S. Manders,
C.B. E, M. A, M. Sc.,, Ph. D,, A. K. C,,
F. Inst. P/Phys. Soc.

Counsellor (Scientific)
British Embassy, Tokyo
21 April, 19:8
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ME L D DRE
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES

The President, Fellows and Members of the Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow send warmest greetings on the
occasion of the centenary celebrations at Kagoshima University of the
introduction of British Medicine into Japan by Dr. William Willis.
5th April, 1968 J. H. Hutchison

President,
Royal College of Physicians & Surgeons of Glasgow,
242 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, C. 2.

University of Edinburgh and Faculty of Medicine extend to
Kagoshima University their cordial greetings. Culture which originally
came from the East to the Western World was fostered in centres of
medical knowledge in Europe and disseminated throughout the world.

Edinburgh is proud that one of her graduates William Willis was
priviliged 100 years ago to introduce British medicine to Japan and is
glad to send this message for the centenary.

M. M. Swann-Vice Chancellor
8th April, 1968 and K. W. Donald-Dean of Medicine
University of Edinburgh

The President and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons in
Ireland send greetings on behalf of the Fellows in Surgery, the Fellows
of the Faculties of Anaesthetics, Radiologists and Dentistry and of fhe
Licentiates of the College, practising throughout the world, to Kagoshima
University now celebrating the centenary of the introduction of British
Medicine into Japan. May these celebrations mark the further integration
of the practitioners of medicine in the international brotherhood of
science.

H. O’ Flanagan
5th April, 1968 Registrar
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Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland,
St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin, 2.

The President and Fellows of the Royal College of Physicians are
delighted to hear of your celebrations of the centenary of the introduction
of British Medicine into Japan and look forward to ever increasing
association of our country with yours in all fields of Medicine.

Sir Max Rosenheim, K. B. E.,, M. D.,
9th April, 1968 President,
Royal College of Physicians,
11 St. Andrew’s Place,
Regent’s Park, London, N. W. 1.

On behalf of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh which
received the Royal Assent in 1505, I write to send our cordial greetings
and good wishes to the Kagoshima University at its celebrations on 21st
April, 1968.

We recall that Dr. William Willis graduated M. D., in Edinburgh
in 1859 and was honoured in Japan by the order of the Imperial
Brocade. That the pioneer of modern medicine is honoured in Japan to-
day gives our College in Edinburgh great pleasure.

J. R. Cameron
2nd April, 1968 President,
Royal College of Surgeons,
Edinburgh, 8.

12th April, 1968.

A Message to the University of Kagoshima

from the President of the Royal College of Physicians
of Edinburgh.

On my return from a visit to the United States of America I have

learned with great interest of the way in which Kagoshima University
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is proposing to celebrate the centenary of the introduction by William
Willis of British medicine into Japan.

In Edinburgh we take some pride in the fact that William Wills was
a Doctor of Medicine of our University. He became a Medical Officer
to the British Legation in Japan in 1861 and was, I believe, seconded
to the services of the Japanese Goverment in 1868. It was whilst in the
Government’s service that he established a hospital and medical school at
Kagoshima. In recognition of these services the Mikado greatly honoured
William Willis by presenting him with the Imperial Brocades, and I am
informed that Willis’s old students erected a statue in his memory in the

public park of Kagoshima.

It is to the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh a source of
great satisfaction that one hundred years later the name of William
Willis should again be honoured by the University of Kagoshima in their
centenary celebrations. In the name of this College I send our sincere

felicitations on this very happy event.

Christopher Clayson
President
Professor Sir Hedley Atkins,
K. B. E, D.M, M Ch, P.R.C. S. 1st April, 1968

Your Excellency,

I have learned with great interest of the celebrations that are to be
held by Kagoshima University on April 21st to commemorate the
centenary of the introduction of British medicine into Japan by Dr.
William Willis.

Both personally and on behalf of the Council of this College I shall
be grateful if you will convey to our medical colleagues in Japan our
greetings on this occasion and our hope that the friendly relations
existing between us and the co-operation that exists on all medical

matters will continue for many years to come.
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Yours sincerely,
Hedly Atkins
President
His Excellency The Ambassador,

British Embassy,
Tokio, Japan.

The President and Fellows of the Royal College of Physicians of
Ireland send felicitations and congratulations to the Kagoshima University
on the occasion of their celebration of the Centenary of the introduction
of British Medicine into Japan by Doctor William Willis.

9th April, 1968 Charles Dickson,
M. D, F. R. C. P. 1, Registrar
The Royal College of Physicians of Ireland,
6 Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
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. &Y A BT E
(W. Willis 143 & D)

(The Japan Times, April 22, 1968 P. 12)

Japanalia Past and Present
By Lewis Bush
Japan-British Medical Centenary (1)

On Sunday, April 21, there was a celebration at Kagoshima
University’s Faculty of Medicine, to commemorate the introduction of
British medicine to Japan, the opening of the government hospital at
Edo, and in tribute to Dr. William W il1is by whose efforts the
medical school at Kagoshima was developed to become a department of
its university.

Born in 1837 at Enniskillen, Northern Ireland, Dr. Willis studied
at the University of Edin burgh and, after receiving his degree of M.
D., was for two years house physician at the famous Middlesex Hospital
London, during which he became a member of the Royal College of
Physicians.

In 1862 he arrived in Japan to take up his appointment as medical
officer at the British Legation at Edo in which post and as vice consul
he served until the early part of 1868, during which “he had many
signal opportunities of rendering useful service to the foreign community
and assisted his Government in maintaining friendly relations with the
Japanese.”

It was, therefore, because of his sterling qualities as a physician
and surgeon as well as his ability to get along well with the Japanese
that, on the advice of his minister, Sir Harry S. Parkes, who was
intensively interested in medicine and public hygiene, Willis resigned
his post and took service with the Japanese Government.

Shortly afterward the civil war between the Government force
and those supporting restoration of Imperial rule broke out, when Willis’
skill and humanity was soon recognized by both sides. For he demonst-

rated great skill in tending the wounded, especially in amputations,
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introduced aseptic surgery for the first time in Japan, and the ligation
of blood vessels to stanch loss of blood. Furthermore, he caused consi-
derable surprise by tending the wounded of both sides in conformity
with the Hippocratic oath under which he practiced as a doctor.

With the return of peace, Dr. Willis, in recognition of his service
in the war, was given charge of a large new government hospital in
Edo (Tokyo) where he made great contributions to the establishment of
a Government ‘medical school. With the dawn of Meiji Era the Japanese
engaged French advisers for the Army, British for the navy, and for
medicine invited the assistance of doctors and surgeons from Germany,
a natural preference perhaps in view of the fact that practically all
Japanse knowledge of Western medicine had stemmed from what they
had learned from German medical works obtained through the Dutch
during the long period of national isolation, and the teachings of such
learned doctors as Kaempfer and von Siebold who had served in Japan
with the Holland East India Company.

In these circumstances Dr. Willis found his position untenable, and
it was at the invitation of Saigo Takamori and other leading figures in
Satsuma, that he accepted their offer to open and direct a medical
school at Kagoshima, and took up his post in the early part of 1870.
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Japanalia Past and Present
(The Japan Times, April 24, 1968 P. 12.)

By Lewis Bush
Japan-British Medical Centenary (2)

Dr. William Willis spent 12 highly productive years at Kagoshima;
he opened the Western Medical School, now part of the university, set
up a hospital and became its director. A man of boundless energy, he
spent his mornings in the medical school and the afternoons in the
hospital and, imbued with the importance of preventive medicine, advised
upon and became “actively involved in the layout and construction of
water and sewerage system in the Kagoshima area.”

Kagoshima’s Western Medical School achieved great fame and
flourished under Willis’ teaching, the curriculum also included mathema-
tics, English grammar and analysis, and among its many distinguished
alumni of its early days was Kenkan Takagi, later baron, surgeon-ad-
miral in the Imperial Navy, and founder of Jikeikai Medical College in
Tokyo.

It was during this period that Willis married a Japanese lady by
whom he had a son, Albert.

When Gen. Saigo was in trouble with the Government over its
policy towards Korea and when the Seinan Insurrection broke out in
1877 which culminated in his death at Shiroyama, Kagoshima, Willis, out
of loyalty and humanitarianism, offered to join Saigo’s army as medical
officer. But it was typical of the great Saigo not to involve the British
doctor and he gratefully declined Willis’ offer and recommended that
he leave Japan.

Dr. Willis left Japan with his son Albert in 1882, and after two
years’ practice in Britain, during which he became a fellow of the Royal
College of Surgeons, went to Bangkok as physician to Her Britannic
Majesty’s Embassy there where he served for seven years with much
distinction. Returning to Britain in 1892 he practiced with his brother in
Wales and a year before his death obtained the qualification D. P. H,,
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as a specialist in preventive medicine.

For his services to Japan the Emperor Meiji presented Willis
with the Imperial Brocade, the first to be conferred upon a European
and a year before his death in 1893 a statue of him was erected in
front of the medical school at Kagoshima subscribed for mainly by his
former students.

Albert Willis went to Australia but, after some years returned to
Japan where he met his mother who had remarried, became a teacher
in Nara and was naturalized as a Japanese.

Dr. Willis’ memory is treasured by many Japanese, and especially
in Kagoshima, and on April 21 at Kagoshima University among those
present to honor him and mark the introduction of British medicine were
his three grandchildren, Dr. Teizo Ogawa, president of the Japan
Medical Association, Dr. Higuchi, grand son of Baron Takagi, and
president of Jikei Medical College, Dr. Chikaji Samejima; while Dr. C.
R. S. Manders C. B. E., scientific counsellor of the British Embassy in
Tokyo, represented the British ambassador and the British medical

profession.
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