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Academic Standards / Technical Standards / Job Description

Academic Standards

Adm
ission  Policy

Curriculum
  Policy

Diplom
a  Policy

N
ational exam

ination

Job Description

Technical Standards

Undergraduate Education Postgraduate Education

Professional Standards

Higher Education Opportunities Act (HEOA)

The Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA)

Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

HEOA ADA 

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act  (WIOA)

qualified individual 
with a disability 

1973 Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act
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ADA §101(8) Qualified individual
The term “qualified individual” means an individual who, with or without reasonable accommodation, can

perform the essential functions of the employment position that such individual holds or desires.

Medical Students with Disabilities : A Generation of Practice.

2005
American Association of Medical Colleges 
Medical Students with Disabilities : A Generation of Practice.

1979
Special Advisory Panel on 
Technical Standards for Medical School Admission

# Five key area

I. intellectual-conceptual abilities 
II. behavior and social attributes  
III. communication 
IV.  observation  
V.   motor capabilities 
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Reasonable Accommodation
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“Organic technical standards 
serve as barriers for
qualified students with disabilities 
through multiple mechanisms.”

P194
Disability as Diversity : 
A Guidebook for Inclusion in Medicine, Nursing, and the Health Professions 1st ed. 2020

Lisa M. Meeks , Leslie Neal-Boylan

Springer

undifferentiated physician
vs. < 1 

U. of Virginia School of Medicine TS

Stand for extended periods of time

Assist in lifting and positioning patients for 
procedures

U. of Michigan Medical School TS

Students must possess the capacity to perform 
a physical examination and diagnostic 
examination and to provide or direct general 
care and the provision of emergency treatment 
to patients.

with or without reasonable accommodation

Functional

Organic

Functional Technical Standards
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Organic TS
Communication:
A candidate should be able to speak, to hear, and to observe patients in order to elicit information,
describe changes in mood, activity, and posture, and perceive nonverbal communications. A
candidate must be able to communicate effectively and sensitively with patients. Communication
includes not only speech but reading and writing. The candidate must be able to communicate
effectively and efficiently in oral and written form with all members of the healthcare team.

Functional TS
Communication:
Students should be able to communicate with patients in order to elicit information, to detect changes
in mood and activity, and to establish a therapeutic relationship. Students should be able to
communicate effectively and sensitively with patients and all members of the healthcare team both in
person and in writing.

Disability as Diversity : A Guidebook for Inclusion in Medicine, Nursing, and the Health Professions 1st ed. 2020 Springer
>9 Technical Standards
Michael M. McKee, Steavn Gay, Sarah Ailey, and Lisa M. Meeks (P194)

Functional

Standards Frame of Reference
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