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During the past 20 years Korea has progressively developed and become a new in-
dustrial country from an agricultural country. Table 1 shows the reported cases of
occupational asthma in Korea. The most cases of occupation asthma were reported
in 1980s. The first field survey of occupational diseases was done about oyster
handling factories and the results were reported in 1978.

Rice is the chief food grain in Korea. There are many processing factories and rice
handlers such as factory workers and shop salers. A sales woman of rice-shop developed
asthma. Her asthma was induced with challenge of rice-bran extract. Many storage
mites-Acarus siro-in the rice bran have been found. This finding speculates that sto-
rage mites can be an important offending allergen of asthma in rice handlers such as
asthma of grain handlers in other countries.

A herb medicine handler noted frequent asthmatic attacks during finely cutting the
dried bulbs of Pinelliae. He denied asthma symptoms after cral ingestion of herb
medicine containing Pinelliae. His asthma was provoked following inhalation of saline
extract of Pinelliae.

Shell processing for making decoration articles is an important small-industrial
works from old Korea. Four out of 27 employees noted bronchoconstriction responses
after inhalation of various amounts of shell powder extract in 0.4% phenolized
saline. There were one early, one late and two dual responses in bronchial challenge
tests.

In recent 3 years seven cases of isocyanate induced asthma were reported. All
cases were sporadically developed from different factories. All of them were painters
using gun sprayer of polyurethan paint. This result suggests that several hundreds
cases of asthma due to isocyanate may be in Korea. For reducing development of
isocyanate induced asthma, the close cooperation among workers, employers and aller-

gists will be repuired.

Table 1. Reported Cases of Occupational Asthma in Korea

Vegetable Origins

Pollens : Gardening Sister 1983
Wood dust : Western Red Cedar
Allergy rhinitis 1982



Asthma 1986
Flour : Baker’s asthma 1985
Grain dust : Rice Bran asthma ; storage mite ? 1985

Animal Origins

Sea-squirt asthma 1978

Animal hair : Deer Keeper 1984

Silkworm : Cocoon inspector 1982

Shell-Grinders’ asthma 1983
Metals

Nickel & Zinc : metal-plating 1984

Nickel : Grinding stainless 1985
Chemicals

TDI : Gun-Sprayer of polyurethan painting 1984, 1985

Soldering flux :

Dusts
Pharmacists in Hospital 1984
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