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Vth ISDCI Congress: Portland, Oregon USA
4 —9 August 1991

A message from Laurens N. Ruben, President-Elect:

| am very pleased to have this opportunity to invite each of you to
Reed College, the venue of the Vth ISDCI Congress. Your host
committee will do its best to provide you with a stimulating and
pleasant meetmg and we will be grateful for any suggestions that
you may have to improve on the successful format that was used at

the IVth Cengress in Nottingham.

Reed College is a small,
undergraduate liberal arts institution
with a history of less than 100 years.
Nevertheless, in that time, it has
established itself as a distinctive
educational enterprise, noted for its
innovation and its bright, highly-
motivated students, the vast majority
of whom join the academic and
professional ranks. In a survey of
15,000 educators in the US and
Canada, Reed's Biology Department
was selected first among institutions
without a major graduate (PhD)
programme.

Reed's attractive campus is located
in a residential area in the
Southeastern portion of the city of
Portland, Oregon. The campus is
adjacent to a challenging public golf
course, and can provide opportunities
forfamily recreation, including tennis,

The modern city of Portland is
located at the confluence of two of the
major rivers in the Northwestern
portion of the US, the Willamette and
the Columbia. The city itself has a
pleasant centre, with excellent
shopping and restaurants, and is
noted for its extensive Rose Society
test gardens and its Japanese
gardens, which are high in the city's
hills and offer marvellous views over
Portland to the Cascade mountain
range. Excellent bus services link the
campus with the city centre.

Because of its remote position, the
Northwestern corner of the US is
largely unknown to North Americans.
However, within short drives from the
city, one can visit an active volcano,
Mt St Helens, which erupted in 1980
and is now 1500 feet shorter; the
spectacular Gorge of the Columbia

skyline and offers year-round skiing
above 10,000 feet; and a Pacific Ocean
coastline which features full public
access, high cliffs, and monoliths
which seem to grow out of the ocean
floor. Our tentative planisto hold the
Congress Banquet at Timberline
Lodge on Mt Hood, at an altitude of
6000 feet.

Portlandis conveniently reached by
air from Seattle, Washington, to the
north, which is likely to serve as the
international airport for delegates
from other countries. However, our
Japanesecolleagues can fly directly to
Portland on Delta Airlines. Hourly
flights are available between Portland
and Seattle using Alaska, Horizon or
United Express airlines.

The venue for the next Congress
offers a fine opportunity for a family
holiday in conjunction with what we
hope will be an exciting exchange of
information. As was the case at
Nottingham, we hope to provide an
opportunity for all to participate in the
meeting. Please mark your calendar
for 4-8 August in 1991 and rely on



Portland and Mount Hood.

Developmental and Comparative Immunology

AllISDCl members will have welcomed the greatimprovementin the appearance of Developmzonta! an:
Comparative Immunology now that it is typeset. Unfortunately, however, the Prececdings of the IVth
Congress became a complicating factor in the
change-over process. For a while, it was not clear
whether the Proceedings would be produced in
¢™™era-ready or typeset format, and various versions
C.. floppy discs made their way across the Atlantic.
Happily, all the problems were eventually solved. The
Proceedings are shortly to appear in camera-ready
format, reproduced by a Pergamon Press laser printer from
floppy discs generously produced by colleagues of the
Secretary-Treasurer. This involved some technical difficulties,
and it is inevitable that the odd typographical error
willhave escaped our attention. Forexample, in the
report on the Business Meeting held at the IVth
Congress, it may be stated that pre/postdoctoral
members will in future be asked to pay an ISDCI
subscription of $15. That is not correct — the figure should be $5! °
Pergamon Press is planning to review its relationships with all professional societies associated with
its journals, so it is certain that the relationship between the Press and ISDCI will change, and that this
may in turn require changes to the ISDCI Constitution. Kate McKay, Vice President — Publishing, of
Pergamon Press Inc., Elmsford, New York, recently visited Nottingham for discussions with the
Secretary-Treasurer and Secretary-Education. This was a very amicable and worthwhile meeting, and it
is already clear that the Society can look forward to closer relations with Pergamon, to the benefit of
both parties, the journal, and comparative immunology and comparative immunologists in general.
Pergamon already collect annual subscriptions for ISDCl and, in effect, maintain our address list. The
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