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B THE FIRST AWARD WINNER (2014)

Kunio Aokl MD.DrMSc,FFPH

Professor Emeritus, Nagoya University

Professor Aoki started to study on epidemiology as a research fellow of the Nagoya University in
1959, after 7 years'clinical experience on tuberculosis. He went abroad for seeking new study
methods in the University of Pennsylvania, USA, as a Rockfeller Foundation fellow and found
the excess death from lung cancer among chronic TB patients registered in the city of
Philadelphia. He had continued this study for long. He also learned modern epidemiological
methods through the collaborative studies on cancer with Harvard University and others . He
participated in the multidisciplinary etiological studies on SMON, haematopoietic diseases, and
other intractable diseases for about 15 years and accomplished appreciable achievements, and at
the same time he made efforts to educate young epidemiologists. He organized international
multidisciplinary study teams on cancer etiology as a chairman in the Ministry of Education
Overseas Scientific Studies(Special Cancer Research), having good cooperation of the researchers
in Asia-pacific region, which contributed to cancer prevention and mutual understandings
between countries. He had organized a large scale cohort study on cancer etiology, consisted of
more than 120 thousands inhabitants throughout Japan in 1989, which had been followed up
more than 15 years by his successors obtaining the government grants. This study produced more
than 200 original papers written in English and also it stimulated cohort study in Japan. He
served a Council of the International Epidemiological Association(IEA) for 1984-87, and became
strongly aware that epidemiology in Japan was behind time, and intended to organize Japan
Epidemiological Association,(JEA) for further development. The JEA was established in the end
of 1989 and the number of member of the Association is now more than 1,200 and the appreciable
papers have been published. He organized the UICC International Congress in 1984, named "the
First Cancer Prevention in the Developing Countries" which called attention on cancer in the
areas with low incidence. He had held the 14th IEA Scientific meeting in Nagoya, 1996, where
more than 200 young epidemiologists except famous researchers were invited, resulting in great
success. After the IEA meeting, the young epidemiologists in Japan willingly went abroad to
study epidemiology and it gave big effect on development of study in Japan. He was elected a
Council of the UICC(International Union against Cancer) for 8 years as a Program chairperson
of cancer prevention, and contributed to cancer prevention acitivies in the world. The UICC gave
him the certificate of appreciation three times. He served for preventive medicine, and socio-
welfare programs locally, after his retirement of the official position. Above all, he contributed
not only to development of epidemiology but also to improve international relationship from the

epidemiological field.



