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The analysis of the measures for crime prevention proposed by the commercial books
for the safeguard of elementary school students against crimes
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Abstract

World Health Organization (WHO) has presented the issues for the measures of safe communities and the activities for safety promotion,
including "safety of children" and "prevention of harms from violence". In this meaning, the measures for the safeguard of children from
crimes should be situated as one of the important issues in the activity of safety promotion. So far, however, it has not been clarified what
matters are generally proposed for the prevention of child's harms by crimes. The aim of this study is to examine the contents in 33
commercial books published during the last decade (from 2000 to 2009) in Japan concerning the measures for the safeguard of elementary
school students against crimes. As a result, it turned out that only one item "Cry out with a large voice when you feel danger!" was
commonly described in all the books. The items written in more than 90% of these 33 books remained only 6 matters, and only 16 matters
were found in more than 80% of these books, indicating the lack of sufficient consensus concerning the matters which should be taught for
elementary school students to prevent criminal victims. On the other hand, a variety of vital measures were found in the contents of these
books, especially in the top 63 items with higher rate of description among the 33 books. Moreover, not a few items were recognized to be
essential to keep elementary school students away from crime victims, while these items were not accompanied with high rate of description
in these books. Through the examination of the contents of the 33 books for crime prevention, these findings indicate the necessity of the
formation of the consensus in the safety education against crimes toward elementary school students. The findings of this study will
contribute to the process of the generation of the consensus.
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