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Abstract

The number of accredited Safe Communities recommended by WHO dramatically increased in the 21st century. Namely, the international movement
of Safe Communities has developed quantitatively. On the other hand, the effectiveness of the accreditation system of Safe Communities in terms of injury
prevention is controversial.

First of all, the present paper described the history of international development of community safety promotion. The beginning and early days of
community safety promotion in Sweden that tackled child injury was described. Then, it described how community-based safety promotion with inter-
sectoral collaboration and multidisciplinary professionals was developed and successful in Sweden, which provided so called ‘Falkdping’ model. Then,
the international accreditation movement of Safe Communities in 20th century, since ‘Stockholm Manifest” was declared in 1989. As the last phase of its
development, it described commitment of WHO Headquarter to safety promotion and international movement of Safe Communities in the 21st century.

Secondly, discussion on effectiveness of Safe Community model in terms of injury prevention was introduced. More concretely, the paper described

the Cochrane Review for WHO Safe Community Model in terms of injury prevention (2009) and its reaction and some objections by the international
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movement of Safe Communities.

Finally, the paper discussed what the key issues for effective and sustainable development of Safe Communities are, which suggested frank and

sincere discussions for mutual understandings between researchers, practitioners and politicians are essential. The paper also discussed the necessity of

appropriate evaluation on outcomes of SC programs and its feedback to stakeholders.

Key words : safety promotion, safe community, Cochrane review, evaluation, sustainability
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