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Abstract

Planning and evaluating injury control programmes requires collecting and analysing injury data. Injury surveillance is the ongoing activities to
collect, analyse, and interpret injury data, and to disseminate information. Although there are several data collection systems targeting at injuries in Japan,
such systems do not meet the definition of injury surveillance. Their data utilisation is insufficient compared with injury surveillance in other developed
countries. To reorganise the data collection systems in Japan into an injury surveillance system that meets the definition, several issues should be
addressed: clarification of the roles played by injury surveillance and epidemiological research, allocation of sufficient resources to the activities,
integration of several databases, and facilitation of data utilization by easing data-use restriction.
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