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Abstract

It is well known that sexual violence takes several forms throughout the world. We examined thirteen (13) cases of sexual violence that
revealed three categories of act sexual coercion that should be crimes. But only the one-time act of rape (group 1) is recognized in the law
and prosecuted. In contrast, sexual violence against children in families (group 2), and extended sexual exploitation through
psychological manipulation (group 3), are not considered “rape” and are difficult or impossible to prosecute. The first step in addressing
this problem is to understand and define the common types of sexual violence that largely remain hidden in Japanese society and law.
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