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Reasons why monitoring of injuries related to domestic violence (DV) is difficult:
A recognition of nursing professionals providing care to DV victims

Noriko YAMADA
Aomori University Health and Welfare
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Abstract

This analytical study was conducted to clarify background factors which may inhibit detection of DV related injuries. This study specifically adopted the
viewpoint of nursing professionals who provide services to DV victims in order to uncover the issues affecting the problems.

In 2004-2007,a questionnaire (1) using written inquiry and a semi-structured interview (2)were consecutively carried out in Q Prefecture in Japan with the
target groups of 1000 nursing professionals working in public and clinical heath services.

Survey (1), responses from 630 out of 979 (average age 40; 64.4 % effective response rate) indicated that one third of the respondents had experience of
professional contact with DV victims.

In survey (2), the KJ method was applied to question 25 nursing professionals who had encountered DV victims in order to establish the factors making
detection difficult. The nurses involved in this problem analysis ware randomly selected from the above-mentioned respondents to survey (1). The age
distribution of the 25 nurses was from 28 to 55.

Several problem statements were consequently extracted from the dialogues.

01...Nursing staff could not recognized the injuries.

02..Manuals for handling DV related injuries were not available.

03...Awareness level of nursing staff about DV was low.

04...Nursing staff did not have confidence in handling DV suspicious cases.

05..Key persons in caring for DV victims did not exist.

06.. Nursing staff felt the care toward DV victims was ineffective .

07...Health staff from other fields did not show any interest in DV.

08...There was no sign of improvement in care provision to DV victims.

09...Health staff lack training in assessing DV victims.

10...There is a chronic resource shortage related to the care of DV victims in the municipality.

11...Preventive activities against DV were not properly conducted.

There are no standard methods of detection of DV victims by front-line health staff. Furthermore, health staff tend to ignore their suspicions of DV
intentionally, or partly because of the fact that nursing staff, even when aware of DV, cannot officially inform the authorities. In addition, it is also
suggested by this study that surveillance of DV related injuries is negatively affected by chronic resource shortage and insufficiency in promotional and
preventive education of DV.
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