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How “Safe Community” can contribute to the community betterment?
- a case of challenge for safety promotion at Kameoka City -
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Abstract

In recent years, the model of ‘Safe Community(SC)’ has been drawing more attention from local governments, community organizations and
academia in Japan as well as other many countries. Kameoka adopted the model of SC in 2006, and then became the first designated SC
after about two years of effort of community safety promotion. To develop SC programs under the current situation of the City, Kameoka
decided to start the safety promotion programs at a pilot area, Shino-Cho. Since then, Shino-Cho has been working on safety promotion
based on the SC's 6 Indicators. This paper tries to see how SC programs can contribute to the community development in Japanese Society
with the case of Kameoka. Observation research has been conducted at the Shino Cho since its launch of the SC program. In two years,
some changes have been recognized in the community, such as strengthening of tie to city government, provincial government, and
academia. Besides, improvement of subjective safety was shown by comparison of results of questionnaire surveys conducted in 2007 and
2009. The surveys also made it clear that more residents become to realize importance of working together for betterment of the community
and to feel high level of safety in the last two years. Higher sutisfucition with the community was aiso necognized compared to the

previous survey.
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