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Abstract

Injury and suicide are the major causes of human death or permanent disability. These problems have not been well documented because
they are regarded as accidents or random events or personal affairs. To develop effective prevention strategies, we should get more accurate
information about injuries.

City of Kameoka, in the suburb of Kyoto city, has made continuous efforts to establish the safe-life of inhabitants for a long time and
decided to acquire the designation of safe community in 2006.

We organized the injury surveillance system with a help of stakeholders especially medical institutes and offices in and around Kameoka
city. The system was made in accordance with injury surveillance guidelines.

Patients who were injured in Kameoka city and treated at cooperative hospitals and medical offices from May 2007 to April 2008 are
enrolled in this study. Of 1420 cases reported, 1185 were eligible for the analysis. Most of excluded cases were deterioration of chronic
orthopedic disease.

Although the male is likely to be injured (56% ), female is predominant (70%) in the population older than 75. We classified the cases
into 4 groups according to the age.

Children under school age (0-4 years old) is the group where injury rate is the highest. The number held 3.2% of the instar population in
the same year. The typical form of the injuries occurred at the face or oral cavity, at home, by the fall, in the action during a game.

Children in school age (5-19) tend to have injuries in the school and education-related institution. In the lower age group, they were
injured in quarrels with the friends, in the upper age, in the physical education or sports time.

Adults (20-64) is the age group that had the least provability to be injured. The frequency of the traffic accidents increases after the age
of driver's license. The wounds in the workplace increase at 25-44 years old, and home in the people older than 45 years old.

The injury rates of the senior citizen (more than 65 years old) increase with aging and reach 0.9% in the group older than 75. Injuries
by a fall increased with aging. It is noteworthy that most (16/17) of the fall from stairs was a woman during the housework.
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