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Abstract

Mowing weeds on paddy fields levee is very important, and it is very danger and burden especially for elderly people. The purpose of
this study is to investigate consciousness and behavior of a farmer to consider about safety promotion of mowing work of paddy fields levee
in hilly and mountainous areas.

Self-reporting questionnaires were distributed for man and woman of a farmhouse of A district in Fukushima and B district in Fukuoka, in
winter 2006. The 118 farmers in charge of mowing work were analyzed to presence of a local difference.

As similarity between two areas, the aged farmer who had continuation intention of farming mainly carried mowing work and people of
higher than 70% stood on a slope. People of higher than 60% were not entering a field of other people. Personal safety measures were not
always enough, and what anxiety concerned with work environment depended on security or posture of footing than anxiety for machine in
itself. On the other hand, differences recognized between areas about work methods were type of machines, the mowing frequency, the years
of experience, the wearing condition of protectors. The differences on consciousness were a reason of mowing weeds, anxiety to an injury of
hands and feet, consideration to a field of other people, experience of a fall in a levee.

In a local characteristic of such a mowing work, the possibility that the social condition like custom of work and possession relations of a
field may influence besides a climate, the topography, shape of a levee and a use machine are thought. To promote safety in mowing weeds
being operated by aged farmers, it is necessary to make an action with the whole area that paid attention to social environment such as the
agreement of a work rule and the agreement of constructing small steps.

Key Words : hilly and mountainous farming areas, mowing weeds for paddy fields levee, safety of farm work, farm worker, questionnaire
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