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Implication of human error in the field of injury control
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Abstract

Through the prominent development of researches and practices, and the conceptual shift in the past few decades, formerly called “accident
prevention” has been replaced by the word “injury control”. The Haddon’s matrix, as is now acknowledged as one of the general principles in the field of
injury control, was firstly introduced as modeled on public health approaches to infectious diseases.

Most important idea of this approach is that the severity of injury can be reduced without reducing incidence. Countermeasures can be applied not
only in pre-event phase, but also in event phase and post-event phase, and therefore these measures are considered as more comprehensive."”

As a consequence, an ingrained misunderstanding that the most accidents were caused by human errors should have abated. However, there remains
considerable amount of this type of falsification.

This paper is to review the present role of “human-error” in the realm of injury control from multifaceted view.

Key words : injury control, public health approach, human error, risk compensation theory, inequality
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Abstract

The number of accredited Safe Communities recommended by WHO dramatically increased in the 21st century. Namely, the international movement
of Safe Communities has developed quantitatively. On the other hand, the effectiveness of the accreditation system of Safe Communities in terms of injury
prevention is controversial.

First of all, the present paper described the history of international development of community safety promotion. The beginning and early days of
community safety promotion in Sweden that tackled child injury was described. Then, it described how community-based safety promotion with inter-
sectoral collaboration and multidisciplinary professionals was developed and successful in Sweden, which provided so called ‘Falkdping’ model. Then,
the international accreditation movement of Safe Communities in 20th century, since ‘Stockholm Manifest” was declared in 1989. As the last phase of its
development, it described commitment of WHO Headquarter to safety promotion and international movement of Safe Communities in the 21st century.

Secondly, discussion on effectiveness of Safe Community model in terms of injury prevention was introduced. More concretely, the paper described

the Cochrane Review for WHO Safe Community Model in terms of injury prevention (2009) and its reaction and some objections by the international
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movement of Safe Communities.

Finally, the paper discussed what the key issues for effective and sustainable development of Safe Communities are, which suggested frank and

sincere discussions for mutual understandings between researchers, practitioners and politicians are essential. The paper also discussed the necessity of

appropriate evaluation on outcomes of SC programs and its feedback to stakeholders.

Key words : safety promotion, safe community, Cochrane review, evaluation, sustainability
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Abstract

Planning and evaluating injury control programmes requires collecting and analysing injury data. Injury surveillance is the ongoing activities to
collect, analyse, and interpret injury data, and to disseminate information. Although there are several data collection systems targeting at injuries in Japan,
such systems do not meet the definition of injury surveillance. Their data utilisation is insufficient compared with injury surveillance in other developed
countries. To reorganise the data collection systems in Japan into an injury surveillance system that meets the definition, several issues should be
addressed: clarification of the roles played by injury surveillance and epidemiological research, allocation of sufficient resources to the activities,
integration of several databases, and facilitation of data utilization by easing data-use restriction.

Key words : injury surveillance, injury data, policy development, evaluation
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Elements of fitness predictive of future falls in the elderly

--Evaluation in participants in annual fitness testing events--
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Abstract

This study aims to clarify whether the fitness level of the elderly is related to the future risk of falls. The subjects were 139 community-dwelling
people (56 males and 83 females) aged 60 years and above who regularly participated in annual fitness testing events over 5-8 years. Falls that they
experienced were investigated prospectively, and their relationships with the baseline test results were evaluated.

Results: (1) Of the subjects, 48.2% (Group A) experienced no fall during the 8 years, 36.0% (Group B) experienced less than 1 fall per year, and
15.8% (Group C) experienced 1 or more falls per year, with no difference between males and females. (2) The results of many fitness tests showed a
significant negative correlation with age. (3) Among Groups A-C, a significant difference was observed in one-foot standing with open eyes, anterior trunk
flexion in the sitting position with the leg extended, walking speed, and step frequency in either males or females, and the results were poorer in Group C
than in Group A. (4) The relative risk of falling 1 or more times a year in poorly-fit vs. highly-fit individuals was significant at 3.333 in normal gait stride
length, 2.298 in fast gait stride length, 2.930 in one-foot standing with open eyes, and 3.889 in anterior trunk flexion. These results suggest that the balance
ability, flexibility, and walking ability are elements of fitness predictive of falls.

Key words : Community-dwelling elderly people, prediction of falls, fitness
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The clinical features of the hip fractures in Kameoka
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Abstract

This study was undertaken to clarify the clinical features of 84 patients (15 males and 69 females) , who were suffered with the proximal femoral
fracture and underwent operative treatment or conservative treatment at our hospital from January 2011 to December 2012. The mean age of the patients
at the time of administration was 84.4 years old (range 45-101 years old) .

In about 80% of cases, the patients were women and older than 75 years old.

The accident was occurred frequently between October and March. The most cause of the fracture was a fall.

We made a slogan, Kameoka operation, to prevent this fracture in Kameoka..

Key words : Kameoka , Femoral fracture, Kameoka Operation
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