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Abstract

As the victims of domestic violence (DV) increases in young people, there are some who become involved

because of their intellectual and developmental disabilities. In the present study, we conducted an interview

(study 1) with seven homeroom teachers at a special needs school for children with intellectual or developmental

disabilities and received a response from all teachers that preventative education on DV is necessary. The reasons

included high school students were especially prone to DV and sexual abuse, they were often unaware of the

abuse they were experiencing, and many students believed information from adult videos. It was also noted that

intellectual capacity of students must be considered when preparing the preventative education.

We taught an intervention class on DV at a special needs high school for students with mild intellectual and

developmental disabilities (study 2). The questionnaire conducted on students statistically showed that students

were in favor of the DV prevention education. In addition, they were able to understand a complex idea of “what

is violence”. However, only 65.8% of students said they would consult someone if they became a victim of such

violence, leaving other students unable to consult someone on their own volition.

Since the present study was limited to an intervention class at one high school, it is a pilot study. We need to

continue with the intervention class at other special needs high schools and examine its impact.

Key words : Intellectual Disability, Developmental Disability, DV Prevention Education, Special Support School,
Higher Support School
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