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A perspective of safety and behavioral patterns shared by teachers:
focusing on the school culture of an ISS-certified middle school

Yui T akano

Osaka University, Graduate School of Human Sciences

The aim of this paper is to clarify the perspective of safety shared by teachers in an International Safe
School (ISS)-certified middle school (hereinafter referred to as the “X middle school”), as well as the
behavioral patterns that stem from this perspective. Furthermore, it aims to determine the influence of
individual school culture on the values and behaviors. In the selected school, which I have referred to as
X middle school, I conducted fieldwork research. My analysis was primarily based on qualitative data
obtained from this research. At X Middle School, school safety was viewed along two axes, physical safety,
and psychological safety, with particular emphasis on psychological safety. Psychological safety is the
subjective sense of security that comes from feeling supported and approved by the people around you.
And the teachers shared a perspective of safety that physical safety is built on a foundation of psychological
safety, and a mode of behavior based on that perspective. These perspective of safety and behaviors were
formed and shared by rethinking the values of "cultivating a human nature that respects self and others
leads to overcoming school disruption” and practices to enhance self-esteem, which had been inherited as
the individual school culture at X middle School, from the aspect of school safety. T hus, focusing on the
culture of individual schools is significant in terms of examining how school safety initiatives can take root
in schools and exploring school safety that is different from risk management-type school safety, and future

research accumulation is expected.

Keywords: school culture, school safety, teacher’s perspective of safety
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