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Empowering the Future through SDGs: Miraikan’s Transformative

Initiatives
Miraikan — The National Museum of Emerging Science and Innovation

Yuta Tanimura

Summary Miraikan features a "Permanent Exhibition" showcasing cutting-edge science and
technology, a team of "Science Communicators" engaging in discussions about science,
technology, and the future society, and a "Research Area" where leading researchers conduct
studies and exchange opinions with visitors on the societal implementation of research outcomes.
As a national museum, Miraikan possesses unique characteristics among science museums
worldwide.

Since the adoption of the SDGs by the United Nations in 2015, the global network of
science museums/ centres (ASPAC, ASTC, Ecsite, NAMES, RedPOP, SAASTEC) has promptly
joined forces and strategically worked towards contributing to the SDGs. For instance, on
November 10th during the "International Science Center and Science Museum Day," in 2016 and
2017, large-scale citizen science projects were implemented, wherein citizens worldwide
participated in experiments with a shared theme to make a significant impact by contributing to the
SDGs.

Additionally, in November 2017, Miraikan hosted the inaugural "Science Centre World
Summit 2017" in the Asia-Pacific region. With the theme "Connecting the World for a Sustainable
Future," the summit consolidated the role science museums should play in achieving the SDGs
under the "Tokyo Protocol." This protocol was then exchanged and discussed among global science
museum networks.

At Miraikan, we engage in science communication activities that encourage individuals to
collectively contemplate and discuss the future of society through various exhibition methods and activities.
By providing experiences that enable each visitor to imagine and contribute to shaping the future society, we
aim to foster a sense of shared responsibility. Moreover, by collaborating with science museums/ cetres
worldwide, we strive to generate significant impacts. Through the cumulative efforts of these initiatives, we
aspire to witness the arrival of a sustainable future society by 2030, leaving no one behind.
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