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The World after the New Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Wildlife
Management in Japan

Emeritus professor of Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology

Director of Wildlife Management Research Center, Hyogo
Koichi Kaji

Summary 1In Japan, from the Jomon period to the Edo period, there was no mass extinction of
larger mammals, and they coexisted with humans moderately. In the Meiji era, hunting was
released to public, new-style Murata rifles became widespread, and larger mammals with high
resource value such as deer, wild boar, and monkeys disappeared mainly in the Tohoku region due
to large-scale capture. In the mid-1960s, when the fuel revolution began, the fuel that relied on
fuelwood forests was replaced by oil, people withdrew from the mountains and planted large-scale
coniferous trees called afforestation enlarged reforestation. In addition, the structural improvement
project turned the paddy fields into fields, and pastures were created up to high altitudes to serve as
feeding grounds for deer. Landscape changes associated with the decline of agriculture and forestry
due to population decline and aging, pasture development, increase in abandoned cultivated land,
and afforestation of plantations resulted in the expansion of the distribution and increase in the
number of deer and wild boar, which lead to the front line of distribution is approaching cities.
Three approaches against animal damage are important: 1) self-help to protect one's own fields, 2)
mutual assistance such as setting up fences jointly by villages and cutting bushes, 3) public
assistance for extermination of harmful animals performed by municipalities and population
control performed by prefectures. The capture project carried out by the government is not effective
without self-help and mutual assistance measures that keep wild animals away from the area.
However, since various animal damage countermeasures were implemented without individual
cooperation, no noticeable effect was observed. The problem caused by this new coronavirus
(COVID-19) is that the village's animal damage control activities (self-help and mutual assistance)
that have been barely maintained up to now have been suspended on a nationwide scale, and
probably will not be revived even after the corona uproar have ended. It is also a concern that
human population reduction will accelerate the expansion of the distribution of wild animals, the
increase in population, and the decline of agriculture and forestry. How should we maintain
agriculture and forestry and coexist with wildlife in these times? One is the need for spatial design
for national land use. It is necessary to consider reorganization of land use plans, such as areas
where agriculture and forestry will be maintained, and areas where abandoned cultivated land will
be returned to semi-natural areas to enhance ecosystem functions. Forests planted by expanded
afforestation are now in the time for harvesting. Since deforestation will also create a feeding
ground for deer, so it is necessary to integrate forest management and deer management, as
implemented in German forestry management. In addition, the management approach differs
depending on the ecological characteristics of wild animals, and it is necessary to coordinate self-

help, mutual assistance, and public assistance, and promote integrated management using wild
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animals as natural resources. Furthermore, the invasion of wild animals into cities increases the
risk of zoonotic diseases, and it is important to manage them based on the ecology of wild animals.
To realize these goals, it is essential to build a science-based wildlife management system, while

an educational program to trains the specialists of the leaders at the university.
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