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Hepatitis C virus research so far and in the future

Koichi WATASHI

Department of Virology II, National Institute of Infectious diseases

The 2020 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was awarded to three researchers who con-
tributed to the development of the disease concept “non-A, non-B hepatitis" and the isolation of its
causative agent, hepatitis C virus (HCV). Technologies and experimental systems to analyze HCV have
been greatly improved for these three decades, and the antiviral treatments against HCV have been
developed. This review summarizes the effort to elucidate the HCV biology so far and the remaining
subject to be solved in the future. I also introduce the studies to identify bioactive natural products by
taking advantage of the HCV infection cell culture system.



