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5.HTLV-I ERDP A

=K W—HA, B A i
SRR A v ARRIRITHIIR A XIS MR e S e e

BN T BB A% (adult T-cell leukemia: ATL) (Zv b THIfEM:H MK 4 )V A TH! (human T-
cell leukemia virus type I HTLV-I) 1Z X V) & &5 CD4 Wtk T Mg o E M ES ¢ 5. HTLV-I
ERNICBWT, YAVAOHEHR LN SO LAKIMILO 70— F UV RlHIc L) Zoa ¥ —$%x
WML, ZORIEWE LTATL 2 BET A %2 515, HTLV-1 © pX #IC T — F &5 Tax &
ZDER I ERE D & HTLV-T BRYBEOATAL I Ll 2 Rl 2 7o e 2 SN TE D5, BEH
kot ATL I T, LIFLIERIHTE RS> TBY ATL OREHRTFICB T 2 HBEIAHTH
o7z, A, HTLV-I O~ A FA$HIa— F &z HBZ 285 &, HIMALICEE CTH b I LR
ENTWE, F72, ATLOFEICIREWERKIAM A E) 2220, A4 VAT, BET /7 2414,
TEEDRIER S EWEG T L LEBORPARFVIGEAET L EEZOND,

1LEU®IC

Human T-cell leukemia virus type I (HTLV-I) (& A T
F % (adult T-cell leukemia: ATL) DR ™ A VAT
H5H0, ATL IS O E A BEMEL (flower cell)
NI N B ESAIE O B3 &2 Fi L 95 CD4 ik T #llia
DEIEETH Y, EEOGEEGUE & B EASE D&
L VBOTTFRARDEETH S, MIBHEAIIZ X 5
HTLV-T &G D%, G I3 E £ 00212 & 2 PERR % [A] 8
LSt 7 u—F )V EE & A, RV RIIH o M1
F7 7 BEAESER L, BRI oM AT I
(bT56LEZLENTVES, L2 LD bifille A =X A4
CEL TR EZAHZEL SV, AfFTI, BAEETICH
L7z ATL BIEMRF IS 53 20 2 7 1 )V Al
R TEME AT 5.

T 606-8507 3R An Bt X BE e 1R T 53

TSR EE T A WV AW FEHTHY I8 = A AWFSE it % s S e
FE I

TEL : 075-751-4048

FAX : 075-751-4049

E-mail : jyasunag@virusl.virus.kyoto-u.ac.jp

2. HTLV-| OF%E S LU REHN

HTLV-I Begeg 3 &5 c 1~2 T HAFEL O, HAR
TEER, A1 0 7RIS, 77U A hOER, BT A,
VOEVHEREIIE . RIETOREGEIEH 120 71 A
EatEzonTBY D, 20HO—HOF v ) THEV
BRI D% ATL 2 FET 5. KPEOHFHIC L 5 &
ATL O HEEFIEHRFRIZF v ) TBED 6%, LMD 2%
Th Y, PHREFEKIIN60 R THS 0. ATL OFRFES
BRI 700 BILL EISET 5.

HTLV-1 O E 7 &4k & L COREEY: (FI12Rk5L),
@i HETFL I X 2 REEIREY, OMRRYGDZHIT 5
5. HTLV-I O3 KI5 D3 & geliie & IR Gz o
MMM X VL, 7Y =D I A VAR FENT S
EAIIEE RSN W 200, BPEORTICIE
RNNDIEGSHIL DR ADPLETH 5. EFOR, g
Wi & JERR GG A4V AR Y F 7 A F L HTLV-I
D7 L RNA PERHIAIICELD A, SBIRE 28T
TawANVZELTHEEY  AWICHAATH S 28,
Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 2SE&Gsilfapy CiGss
WL, WREBOIA VAR T2 EETLHO L1358 %
D, HTLV-I I3 EISEGEME0 7 0—F L RiGHc k),
DY —HEMET 562, EREHTLVI * v ) 7 OHM
MANZIE A 2D 72 ) [F—o HTLV-T s 7 o — > 28
B &N s, HTLVI ¥ v U 7I2B1F 5 KRG EALER b O
FEAAMLR I 0.1% K2 S8 % FTRELRESD &N



i 2. o [=]
242 (VAR EB65E B2,
Provirus
gag pol env pX
5SLTR] |3°LTR
Viral mRNAs Proteins
[ l AAA (v!()vl"e
354 enzymes
"

- AAA P
354 472 T e 4993

- e -L AAA p12 ORF I
354 472 T e J— 6735

- - —L AAA p13 ORFII
354 472 e e

- —ﬂ ) I R AAA p30 ORF II
350 470 T e G003 5183 a3

- e e — AAA Rex (p21) ORE 111
354 472 R 7302

- L e el AAA Rex (p27) ORF I1I
354 472 e 4903 S183 7302

—_— = [ I YU . ORF IV
354 472 4993 5183 " 7302

AAA _E B L Spliced HBZ Minus strand
5186 7267 8667

X1 HTLV-Il 7O IV R EEGEEY

HTLV-1 & gag, pol, env &\ 72fmE (R TOMIC pX FHIBUCEBMOMETRZ T 22— F3 4. 25l 4 0 open reading
frame (ORF) & alternative splicing X & |21d minus strand Z W CHEE & 5.
OB HTLV-1I ATK-1 strain® @ 70 % £ )V ABFNZ SV T W 5,

HyW, TOvAVAEEHET S bDIEY AV AHKET
L0 HELAHERTH - WEFHZEZMEROMSK
EVnEEZLNTVS Y,

HTLV-I X THIlEO A 7% 59, Bffilg, HIkz &4 %
ISR T 22 EPmonTns ¥, ZoZ k)
HTLV-I®O L+ 7% — 3R IC I EF & A IZHEBT 5

pl3T L p30", ORF III I21d rex, ORF IV 213 tax 250 —

Fans B, —J, pX O~ 4 F ASIIE HTLV-I bZIP
factor (HBZ) 52— F &1 10 gpliced form & unspliced
form HYHE SN TV A Y, TS ORFERIETFIEY AV A
BLOGEEETOREB LR E LR IBHT 5.

DFTHAEEZEZLENTWDY, 2003 4F127% Y glucose 3.2. AETEGF
transporter ® GLUT-1 T 5 L 258k 7239, HTLV-I 3.2.1. tax

F ) 7T OERMMBEETIZEIZCDABTEXATY — T
JIZBWT 7B A VAP HRHENSL, 22 b
HTLV-T (ZIEA VA IS 25, Zo% 71y ok
il 2 AHE T DS DMEAE L TV B2 L ASRIE S 5 355169

3.HTLV-I 771 IV 2045

3.1 7OYCIILADEE (K1)

HTLV-IIZL a4 VAR T VY L hay 4 )V AF
SN, oL ha A LA &R long terminal
repeat (LTR) X gag, pol, env &\ o 2ii&EEET %A
LTws. HTLV-I 787 A4 VA D4KIIH 9%kb TH 5.
HTLV-T 12458 2 Bk & L C env & 3'LTR O pX 8
WA T 5. pX FHIHD 75 841213 4 FED open reading
frame (ORF) & alternative splicing & & V) ¥ o Fi k&
ZF-DEIET S, $7%b5 ORFII21E pI2, ORF I 121

Tax 13, HTLV-T &GO RIEALIC LRI TER 5
™ A )V AHED oncoprotein & L T b 2HMICHEIT ST
W5, Tax OFEREIEX NF-« B, SRF, CREB & o 7-#lilg
PG HFRHEOTEEALIC X 218 Bl a isE oL, Ick,
pl8, DNA polymerase B #fnT 7% EO®EHIG], B IO
HEEA L OMAEAFETIC X 5 EERH (p53, MADI,
RanBP1, TAXIBP2%) % &EA%F 52 810070 =
NOHDOLIEIZEHVEMIC L) Tax S BEERETLIE,
TR = AP E S L, IR T Tax (SHBEMF =
v 7 RA Vb OfkE & SRR R EEICTFGTHEERLD
o, ERICBT 5 Tax OREREZ TS 57280 Tax b7 >~
ATV 2=y 7T AVBEBOMREIZL VB LI T2
A, AR % SIET 5500 5, BIREVEIEE, ke
Bk L UHb iR gE, PAETSE, FEIEIRZ & RIET 5 Rkt
CHEICL ) ERBIBIIKA T 5 182125293640 - 2 gy
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T Lck 7O0E— % —Hlffl 712 Tax 2383 5~ 7 ATlL,
CD4 &% CD8 B pre-T Mgk ) ¥ 3 EB L OV H I
WESRE L, BICCUNE RS 2 EEMILO I, B
BGDEDE, EEMILIC B BEE D NF-« B OiFMHE{LZ
EATL ICHEBIL 2R3 M A 2L 2 Tax © ATL RAERKR
NOGEREL TS, L2 L%ad"s ATL BEDES
HIRL % AT % & % < OFERFIT Tax DEFIIAFEL ST
By, A OB TIIEIEGI DK 60% (IFERER % Tax %
BHL T, 20T tax BIZTOER, tax DT
OE—%—Td55LTR ®x%, 5LTR ® DNA X 7))Lk
T EHT BB 3506061 - Tax (At EE T U > /%
Bk (cytotoxic T lymphocyte: CTL) @ T = BEHY 53F T H )
52 ZEHMNAIE CTL IS & R TR EEND 2 DS
NTwa., TNEOHEFEE, PAORKER T Tax &
BIIPAETHY, & LAMNELS NI D0ED N
HRTHHILRREL TV,
3.2.2. p12

ORFIlza— F&ns pl2lid/Mafks XL 0T L VIRIC
JRFET % . pl2l KB A LV A% WA 5, pl2lid
HTLV-I OGO RFFICEE THH Z EARINTV D
L9 plol i3 b4 e R EA EMEMET 5 2 LM s
TWa. IL2LETy—D 3B L0y BITHA LY, Tl
@ signal transducers and activators of transcription 5
(STAT5) DIEMAL% 4 2 40, F 7= calreticulin,
calnexin HEAEM$ 22 LI Y #FE N Ca i %
H &4, nuclear factor of activated T cells (NFAT) O3k
L2 A LT THBOEELEFEs s L1, —J, pl12!
¥ human major histocompatibility complex class I heavy
chains EdFES LT ET TV — A BT 55 e iRt 5 30,
NS OFT DS pl2h (ZIEGHINL O Behil 2 {3 5 D A2
59, PUEIRRAEZ RIS 52 12X D invivo I2BIT 5
BERENSDOEELTEICTLEIRT Vv VERT L L
EZLbNb.
3.2.3. p3o'

p30T 1% ORFII IZ 2 — F & 1, CREB binding protein
(CBP)/p300 L HHEAFMT A 2 L2 X VB ICHES KT
FIEFMOENT W™, gk, p30 IICRAE L
tax/rex mRNA &G $ 5 2 &2 X 1) flfa A~ fi% % TH
EF L EPHE SN Y. ZOREE, Tax 3L U Rex O
HEHEXFED L7 AV ADEEERLD IR SN D, O F
DA NADERERIZEGTLEDEEZLNL. T2,
p30T 1% c-Mye, 60-kDa Tat-interacting protein BLJ5 & @
MENEH %4 L < cyclin D2 DG LB X O S Hi~D#EAT
AL, S5 cMycllEB I AT 53— VTR
BT 2 EOWELH B Y.
3.2.4. p13"

I hay Y TRAERATSH S pl3T i p30t [k ORF 1T
[Ca—F &N, Ras # 77 VA WLT AEEFE T 5 farnesyl

243

pyrophosphate synthetase & 54 L Ras IFED 7R+ — 3
AR B R TS B 2 E DRI BT W B 2637
3.2.5. rex and p21

ORF 1II I& alternative splicing |12 & V) 2 fH O & 1,
Rex (p27%) & p21'"* % 2— K9 5. Rex (3 5LTR » 5%
Banb mRNA O 327 1#E 3 % Rex-responsive
element (RxRE) ~O#E&EEZ LTI A NVADT /7 L RNA
B L ORI R HE mRNA O 2 & i B~ Dk %
L, —} T tax/rex mRNA O &2 EHI3 2 520 Zh
S5O &) Rex 1&7 4 )V ADFEA: RS 555, Tax D
AR T AEHERET S LSR5, p21™ OEREIZB
R TIEANTH 5.
3.2.6. HBZ

HTLV-I ¥4 > A$Hl3 HBZ#@inf4% 32— FLTw5b, 2
DBILTAZLIRT & ) ZOFEFEIZH S T W72, 2002 412
Gaudray 512X ) CREB-2 £ DfEEE /LT Tax D7 A )L
ZAEEGIE 2 P 5 2 L AR Sz 19, 2ok o
\Z & ¥ activator protein-1 (AP-1) D HERL & 1T bZIP F £
1 %KFTAcJun, JunB & HHEE L DNA A HE % #
T52EY, F72 JunD 2B L TIE 2 OEEGIGME % 50§
BT ENRENT D, i 3ERLIZBT S HBZ DR
IZEH LT 247> TV A %Y, HBZ O mRNA 13 ATL #ifz
PRB L OHrBERESEAIN O 4 TIZFEASE S, RNAJ 12
% v 77y 3 ATL Mgtk oG 2 Jif+ 5 2 & %
R L%, 8512 HBZB L UZF0%RE ¢ b IL-2 K
A0 T BBk Kit 225 (2 R S - FER» o, HBZ
(X Kit 225 O IL-2 % i S A% A L, ZO1E
HIZEATIE L RNADOETHRIESI NS Z LAVRIE S
7. HBZ N9 v AV 2=y 7= Ak Wi, I
BrAig OBt CD3 PRI 2 BUCETTHE S & UK CD4
s e B ke D BN % 5240, in vivo 12 BT b MlHa Ak
Mo EMIF SN, TNSOFTR L) HBZ X ATL %4
ACEBELREEZHS-TVDLEEZ LN,

33 ATL #RaICH (T3 REBTOVA IV ET IV REE

nHElnEx

Ak X 912, ATL Mg CIiE HTLV-I 7w £ )V A2 L
WELIEREZFED L. R2IRTEI 2Ty 40 ANE
KL SLTRIGERAT A 1 BIRER Ty A VAL
S5LTR & R4H3 % 2 BRI 70y 4 W 220 E 5 O,
5LTR (& HTLV-1 77 A$ifr 50 70 E— ¥ —B LTV
N —=ThHAhTD, TOFMIKIETHE, Tax x 1T L
DT T AT — FENLBIZTHOET I ILbNS Z &
WFPEEND., EHIZHLTR AT HRERMICBWTH
5LTR 1281} 5 DNA A F UL A b O 7 £ F V1L,
AF ML vz ¥V 2T 1 v 7R bick Y, LiE
LIZw A v 2 DEES I ST 5 365760 CTL %
DE LEEREICL Y 7 A )V AHUE % 5313 A Ml 33k
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EET /A
gag pol
S AVAVAVAY IR 1 4
gag pol
mrm A\/\/\\[Fo
gag pol
amixagm  \/\/\/\) ok
2 BEHRHEATLMRICSES SN ZIBRTOTCILR

(VAVA 565 42
ATLAER] T
@ﬁ§57)
env pX
3’LTR /\/\/\/\/ 55%
env pX
EREv AVAVAVAY 15%
env pX
——— s {\/\/\/\, 30%

1 RIAETL 70 7 A OV Z NS PIERICS D A D RKFAT S'LTR I3FRAF L T A, 2 TIRIATE 71 7 1 )V A1 gag, pol, env & EDH
HRECHIIZAN A T 5LTR b /RIEL T 5. Tk ORNTTId ATL FEBI O 30% 12 2 BIRIAR 71 7 £ )V AH5380 57z 57,

BENB7z0, EEPIH S s BIRE N Tn b 2
EDUREEN L. —J7, 3LTR ORIEFIIfEEE T, DNA
AF AL AL EO 5N\, 3LTR & HBZ ¥ 071
E—%—7Td»1Y), HBZD coding I b &FITHRIE SN, FE
HWLTwa, ZoHFED ATL OFSEIC HBZ HBWLETH 5
HERET LBPUDO—DTH 5.

4. ATL ORIEICEET 52 BERETF

HTLV-I ¥ % V) 7O —H I LA ATL IZBEE S, £
TG HFIE F TIER BRI FET 5. 202
&S HTLV-T BAstla A iESLICES £ TIXE Y A IV A
EIZTF UM RO I ERE OEBPLE L EZ bR
TBY, WEFTICUTOL) %7/ 2 BErHE s T
W5,

41. YV xT1v 7%

BATES  ODAIHEETOEEPRE SN TEY
FNHEDAD T O AELES LTS, FTH pb3
B L CIEL BTSN TB Y, SADRKEHIC ph3 R
PIAET B EDSHbN TS, ATLIEGIOHIZ L ps3I2%s
BEHETLLONPMESIN TS, HEICH L CidMsk:
DT 26~40%" 1752 | Tk & OIENFHEFTIE 8.9% & I
BREECTH L CREETFT—%). pl6 M DAL X
RS IT B pb3 FIARICHIE 137 { v 24865
Mz T, TNHOLEEIT I FHRAEST L7ZERNICEL L,
FIEE V) XD IXT LAMEITICHS L EETERTH S
LEZONDL. ZOMICS p27 KIPI2)  Rp23) | Fag 3859
hBUBI, hBUBRI* 7 SMUBEH, 78k — 3 A2
T HBILTOEEIZOVTHHE SN TVED, WInd
BARE I < ATL IZHF RN 2 B85 T AR I RWZ s Tn

/AN

42. IEV z 271 v V&1L
MWAMGHEGEFO 7T — % —HRICBIT AT EY = £
TA v 7 R BRI ESAICEG L Tnwa 2 &N
MHNTBY, ZEREREFAMRICEZEBESAO—HEH
JrEZOND. 4l ATL Mifi Tt pl6 M 0 7o
— & =D CpG IZ A F M EREL T A I LAt L
72 4) & 512 Methylated CpG island amplification (MCA)
/representational difference analysis (RDA) &% H W C
IEE M B L€ DNA 8% 2 F b % sk L T\ % s
OHHE - AEEIT- 7270 ATL M THEREIIC X F
WAL E T W28 E 53 D AAlE L7225, T H OFEIKT
[ HTLV-I ¥ v ) 72 S @ MR, 248 ATL Lot
IZONT AT MEDOFEE A %2 DHHA A D 5 Z & A
L7z, F7-HEEL 720 A FOULHEISU AL E § % 85T KLF4
& EGR313 ATL fligi2 BT DNA X F WAL X 0 8B A
s Tws ez /AL, ATL MRRICoREZEH & &
LHETRMN =V RABRTZEDPHOENE L 572, —F, K
XFIVALES W L7 & 25, MELI #&{if% 32— ¢
B IS S 7z, ATL MifakkiC B 5 MELI D58l % it
MLiceZlh, ATIAL Y TTAVTF—LThbH
MELIS EWHEN BB EYEHLTEY), NEKOPR F
AV ERBLIZEAZ - RT5Z D bho/z. 20D
MELIS i&ET-0%Blid~ 7 A T itk CTLL-2 |2 TGF- g
Zxbd AP E NG L. S S OEIETIE ATL %678
AZEELTWA EHERI S5,

ISPz y APCOT, CD265Y, hPMSI*V &\vvo 72
BETICBI A Y 24T 1 v 7 BREICL AR
PHEIN TS,

:J'[U
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< R IA604E >
ATL
RS FyU7 @ @
=) ) @®®
L3
(mmmﬁm Mi{%fﬂﬂlﬂ@#?ﬁ%\ / JE 5 ﬁﬁ%’%ﬁ%@;wﬁ)
SRR EER _ -
\@_I@/ 7 V
L L
X3 HTLV-I Beh 5 ATL RIEE TOHRZA
F ) T TETANAEET (Tax BLUHBZ) 12 & 28R &g 30098 (12 Tax F8209 CTL) 12 X 2 HIHIEH O

[Ny N @k%&&@/1%74/7&§mtDNAx%w

bR DT 22T 1 v 7 RBEFEPLEBICER L, WS T7 R b ZEIUIER IND. FNOORENIER[ L

M IS Tax OATEL RS EM O RIEAR DA U B LD 5 O 1 HE & 7

4.3. BicFEH

ATL IZRRENREDS S W ERASNTBY, EZEm
BERVBEICHEE T 5 LRES f(LTw
factor- a (TNF-a ) D7 HE—%—|Z BT 5 single nucleotide
polymorphism (SNP) Of#Ti2 T, TNF-« DG D
%-857 T7 LV OMEEED ATL JEBI CHEIZE N Z & A
ShTwna ),

Human leukocyte antigen (HLA) ®/x71 % 4 73 ATL
DIIEINHBEE RITTHERTH L. HAMIBORES % v
72T C I3 HLA-A*26, HLA-B*4002, HLA-B*4006, HLA-
B*4801 O 7 L VEHEA ATL DBZE THEHW I Lo sh
TWa %, Zhoson7Tay {71 Tax HERTF FO
PUEPER & Tax 5580 7% CTL OFEICEENH L L Sh
Twab. IhoDTVvefd % ATLERIZO 7 L v
DFEB & 1) B FHFEREEHGAS 12.6 FEF W Z EATYRENTW
5.

. tumor necrosis

44. BERK

HTLV-I VE”‘%‘@?‘E.T«H{ ElZ ATL OFSREICEE B L C
W5, I, ATL KT A S EAL (allogeneic
stem cell transplantation: alloSCT) DA ®NEA M S

2 ) ATL OFIEZFHHET 5.

HATREBE D B 2 TW A DS, FOREIE graft-versus-ATL
BRI L TBY, BiZOGRENHAHT X5 & B3
DY RIZHPENZ ERHSNT VDS 252 alloSCT 12

THEMIZE > 72— ATL BH Tl Tax J5209 CTL 2°%

LML Twa 3, 72, AR E 52 S )
RG-S TW/2 HTLV-L F v U 72 ATL %384 L 7256l
SBEBBIFEEL TS SD  —F S ghmcd
HTLV-I oz K+ —& LT alloSCT % fifT S 4172
ATLEBIT, Bhlitk 4 » A1 FF—Hsko M EE51L L
ATL Z3E L 72 L £ 2 SN BERMDPHE SN TV D, KJE
BUIRERERT A & R — |2 AE L T 72 HTLV-T & Geflifie 7
O— 7%, LY EL Y MBI AL O REIHIIREE %
TR EEIL L E2bN2 %, 2o okHiid ATL
PREFRMEOFH VR TH L I L 2RT &L I, EERE
PEHTLV-T % v 1) 7TIZBW T HmEEEEDT ATL ZHE % i)

WCHIFI L CTWb Z & s s E 5.

5. HTLV-I Bieh 5 ATL RBEE TCOHREE

INLOHREFEDDE, RDLI By F ) FNEZ
55, HTLV-T B4l HBZ B £ O Tax OTEHIC L)
70 —F VB EEZ $%, Tax & CTL O E 2 ) &
OFEBHIFEOBIIIH S NDE. 0 X9 %o 4V A#EE
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T-OREBNT X 2 B & 1 F R & 2 I 0B ik iE
DT, —E DRGNP DAL T 12 B IRIRIE R R 2K 75
EDTV AT A v 7 BEALE DNA A F Ut EDT Y Y
AT A Y7 RRENLERICERL, BEER T R b —
U AMPUEDSER SN D, BIET b Z ) vo L ERE
BWADO—FERHE L THTTL. ZNODORENIERLT
HRB DT Tax OEERE % D13 TEE L e Wil A3l L
Z 9 Vo 7B Tax OATELAA U 5 L h © o [u] ki
MHREE 2 ) ATL 2 FFET 5H. IS DOFEIZH 60 4F &
WO HE S EE D, L L, FETXEIE HBZ O4f
ETHY, ZOFREBFRA LBED S Z ORI T3 %
BLCTATL ORFEICHLHEATH AL EEZOLND.

6. 5hHVIC

HTLV-Tid bt P OE L ORFMEDH S 2 & 2 o T2l D
LMEZAVATHY, ZOFA»H INFE TONER
DR, HTLV-THIZEIE Y AV ASFDO R 55, EES, I
W, EY% MBI TR UMD SN TE 72,
ATL BIED A H = A LT RZZAHTH 555, HBZ L)
LWL =Y —0BEI2X ) ATLWFR O HRE %82
HH0LFHEENL. L TATL ORI AT OLEHH
HIZSHOKEHBETH Y, ZOWIEH 2 DR ERE
DB EN D LR TR E BV,
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HTLV-1 and leukemogenesis

Jun-ichirou YASUNAGA, Masao MATSUOKA

Laboratory of Virus Immunology, Institute for Virus Research, Kyoto University

Human T-cell leukemia virus type I (HTLV-I) is a causative virus of adult T-cell leukemia (ATL).
ATL is a highly aggressive neoplastic disease of CD4 positive T lymphocyte, which is featured by the
pleomorphic tumor cells with hypersegmented nuclei, called " flower cell". HTLV-I increases its copy
number by clonal proliferation of the host cells, not by replication of the virus. Therefore, HTLV-I
eventually induces ATL. Tax, encoded by HTLV-I pX region, has been recognized as a protein that
plays a central role of the transformation of HTLV-I-infected cells by its pleiotropic actions. However,
fresh ATL cells frequently lose Tax protein expression by several mechanisms. Recently, HBZ was
identified in the complementary strand of HTLV-I and it is suggested that HBZ is a critical gene in
leukemogenesis. Furthermore, there is a long latency period before onset of ATL, indicating the multi-
step mechanisms of leukemogenesis. Therefore, it is suggested that multiple factors, such as viral
proteins, genetic and epigenetic changes of host genome, and immune status of the hosts, could be
implicated in leukemogenesis of ATL.
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