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Current Status and Issues of Labor Union Support for Victims of
Construction Asbestos Problems

—Through interviews with labor unions—

Taiki Fukujin, Shigehiro Oomatsu

Hyogo Medical University Hospital
University of Kochi

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the current status and problems of labor
unions’efforts to support victims of asbestos in the construction industry.

This study conducted a semi-structured focus group interview, targeting the staff
of a labor union for self-employed contractor in the construction industry. Analysis
was based on qualitative coding.

Findings show the union was working to educate its members about the dangers
of asbestos and to detect asbestos-related diseases at an early stage. However, it
became clear that consultation support for asbestos victims and cooperation with
doctors were insufficient, suggesting that social workers could fill in those roles.

Further investigation with construction workers is warranted to understand the
complex situation of construction workers and the changes over time.

Key words: Asbestos issues, Life challenges, Victim support, Regional Cooperation,
Qualitative date analysis
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