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On Individualization of Death: or Death Disembedded from Family and Community

Chizuko Ueno

Sociologist
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
Chief Director, Certified NPO, Women’s Action Network

Community has become a key word for the elderly care in the trend towards
Community Inclusive Care, in which the government promote death at home as they
live in. This individualized death means that death, which once used to be embedded
in the family and community, is now disembedded from family and community. Back
behind this change there is an inevitable process of neo-liberalist reform of social
welfare. The Long Term Care Insurance Law in 2000 is the outcome of this reform.
Though family and community can no longer serve as a resource of terminal care, the
illusionary vision of community is wide spread, with the reactionary process of re-
familiarization. The following four actors of the multiple welfare society, namely, the
state, market, family and the civil society, should play respective roles to perform
their responsibilities, where the professional support can provide terminal care to
individuals who can no longer afford family care and community care.
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A qualitative study on the decision-making process for “selecting living placements” by

older adults and their families in hospital settings.

Kinuko Hibino

Nihon Fukushi University Graduate School, Postdoctoral Student

The purpose of this study is to examine the decision-making process for “selecting
living placements” by older adults and their families in hospital settings, based on the
analysis of change in their ideas, feelings, and disagreements between older adults and
their families. Twenty cases on the process for “selecting living placements” were
examined. Only five in 19 older adults returned to their “own home” after their
hospitalization. All of the six older adults who required long-term care and who lived
alone were unable to return to their “own home”. There were two types of reason,
which generated disagreements between older adults and their families in the process
of “selecting living placements.” One type was when a family member put their own
intention before the other. The other type was when a family member took the other’s
intention into too much consideration. On the process of “selecting living placements”
by older adults and their families in hospital settings, the following four major steps
were identified in this study. 1) Decision-making process on returning to their “own
home” or not, 2) Collecting information on alternative placements, 3) Deciding a
specific alternative from the available choices, 4) Making a final decision on a living

placements.

Key words: selecting living placements, decision-making process, discharge
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