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The goal of this study was to elucidate the target of advocacy practice
performed by medical social workers (MSWs). A mail survey was conducted using
anonymous self-reported questionnaires on a total of 3991 MSWs who worked in
hospital settings and belonged to the Japanese Association of Social Workers in
Health Services. Among the responses obtained, 631 data were analyzed using
exploratory and text mining analyses. Based on the results, the target of advocacy
practice was attributed to the categories of illness or decision-making. The results
could be explained by the concept of needs, which is a target-based classification.
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”

Process of “practicing social work” in mental health services:

A comparison with the professionalism in medical social work

Jiro Ohnishi

Department of Social Services and Clinical Psychology,
Graduate School of Human Life Science, Osaka City University

In recent years, the boundaries between the fields of social work and medicine
have become increasingly blurred, and both medical social worker (MSW) and
psychiatric social worker (PSW) work not only within, but also outside of hospital
settings. This study clarifies the professionalism of MSWs and PSWs in both
hospitals and community settings.

Based on the global definition of social work, both MSWs and PSWs tended to
prioritize their work in supporting individual’s independence over affecting social
policies. Since PSWs’ academic foundation in hospital settings regressed from
psychiatry to social work, a gap grew between their professional identity and practice
as a result. On the other hand, a historical investigation revealed that MSWs had a
lesser need to build their academic foundation in medicine compared to PSWs.
Coupled with the universalization of social welfare, MSWs had enough time to
critically examine their professionalism.

PSWs temporarily secured their professionalism and corrected the gap between
their professional identity and practice by incorporating the views of advocacy for
persons with mental disabilities. PSWs have returned to social work as evidenced by
the development of their practice in community settings which indicated their strong
professionalism as those who are qualified. In sum, today’s MSWs and PSWs seem to
converge again towards a commonality that they both use their intentions and
judgments for supported decision making.

Key words: psychiatric social work, medical social work, professionalism, community,
social policy
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From Nurse’s Rooms to School Libraries

—Research for chances to welcome non-attending students to school—

Mayumi Makino

Doctoral Program in Health Sciences, Research Institute of Health and Welfare
Sciences, International University of Health and Welfare Graduate School

Various measures have been carefully considered in order to deal with the
student absenteeism. The aim of this study is to investigate ways to offer support or
provide opportunities to attend school for those students with chronic absenteeism.

The study participants were students who use the high school library daily but
have no contact with others in the library and students who are chronically absent.
The participatory fieldwork method was conducted. Observations were chronologically
organized, coded, and categorized into subcategories and core categories. The
observation continued for three years. Ethical information was submitted in advance
to the school office which approved the research plan in written form.

School libraries have their own functions, quite different from sickrooms for
health purposes. The research analysis revealed how a high school library can offer
students experiencing chronic absenteeism with the following: (1) a place where they
study and learn, (2) a place where they can watch and hear others, (3) a space where
they can identify themselves and their roles, (4) chances to gain communication ability
through books, and finally (5) a safe place without being excessively intruded by others.

Based on the research results, we propose an advanced and helpful library
project can be developed focusing on supporting student absentees.

Key words: student absenteeism, participant observation, communication, school library,

calm down
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Keynote Speech
Brain function underlying diversity of human mind
—How our brains are learning and creative in network

~~~~~~~ Hajime Mushiake

Symposium
Promoting neuroscience literacy for society and creative innovation of
social Work :--ccoveeeeeeeeiaiien Yukiko Okuma, Satoko Tamura, Tomomi Hirano,

Chiyoko Yokota, Hajime Mushiake

Articles
The target of advocacy practice by medical social workers

~~~~~~~ Yusuke Suzuki
Process of “practicing social work” in mental health services:
A comparison with the professionalism in medical social work

~~~~~~~ Jiro Ohnishi
From nurse’s rooms to school libraries
—Research for chances to welcome non-attending students to school—

~~~~~~~ Mayumi Makino
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