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Research on the awareness and behavioral process of welfare facility
directors for accepting persons with HIV-positive:

Analysis of focus group interviews with welfare facility directors
Tetsuya Yamauchi
Musashinokai Hachiouji Seikatsujisyujo

In recent years, there has been an increasing need to use welfare facilities
among persons with HIV-positive. In this research, focus group interviews were
conducted with social welfare facility directors (n=>54) to find out about their
awareness and behavioral process when accepting persons with HIV.

Nine categories and 26 sub-categories were extracted as a result of the analysis.
Results showed that there was a tendency for welfare facilities to be hesitant when
accepting persons with HIV. Directors reported having “persistent anxiety,” when, “making
the first judgment for admittance,” but they proceeded forward, “facing the facility’s
challenges for accepting them,” and “making local collaboration and cooperation.” To
improve the welfare facilities’ intention to accept persons with HIV, “strategic planning
at initial admission” and “training focused on admission” were used to increase staff
member’s “team efficacy” and “awareness of one’s own identity.”.

A number of implications for promoting the acceptance of persons with HIV-
positive by welfare facilities in the future were achieved.

Key words: HIV/AIDS, persons with HIV-positive,welfare facility directors, focus group

interview
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Characteristics of daily wishes and life issues requiring solutions of patients with patients

with persistent vegetative state as described in the care plans

Yoko Matsuda, Kikue Hidaka

Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, University of Tsukuba
Faculty of Medicine, University of Tsukuba

This study aims to investigate the characteristics of daily wishes and life issues
requiring solutions of patients with persistent vegetative state and their caregivers who
utilize home care services covered by the National Long-Term Care Insurance Program
by analyzing their home-based care service planning documents (hereinafter referred to
as “care plans”). Twenty-three members from the association of patients with
persistent vegetative state and their families gave consent and participated in the
research. Contents in the care plans which describe “the daily wishes of patients and
their families” were analyzed according to the K] method, and the contents on “life
issues requiring solutions” were analyzed qualitatively based on techniques for content
analysis. Then, their characteristics were clarified by applying the concept of
International Classification Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF). As a result, “daily
wishes” were categorized into six categories, including “wanting to continue living at
home” and “requiring adjustment of service content”. Relationships among categories
show that the families aimed for the patients to continue living at home. To achieve
this, maintaining the health of the persistent vegetative state and adjusting the
contents of medical and welfare services were needed to reduce family care burden,
and requiring consultants and advisers forimproving the patient’s physical and mental
functioning. Furthermore, when life issues were applied to the conceptual framework
of the ICF, results showed that the patients were capable of living in their community
by using medical and welfare services butthey still needed full assistance for
communication and daily living activities; depended heavily on medical services; and
experienced limitations for outings and participation in social activities. The study’s
findings suggest that to reduce the family care burden of persistent vegetative state,
the adjustment of environmental factors are required.

Key words: Persistent vegetative state; Long-Term Care Insurance Act; Care plan;

Inclination on life; International Classification Functioning, Disability and
Health (ICF), Needs
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Attempt to Measure Patient Involvement in the Formulation of
Cancer Control Promotion Plans and Associated Evaluation Processes

—Analysis of minutes of the Shimane Prefectural Cancer Control Promotion Council—
Chihiro Sugisaki
Shimane University, Faculty of Low and Literature

This paper attempts to measure the impact of patient involvement in
determining government healthcare policy based on the Shimane Prefectural Cancer
Control Promotion Plan. The subject of analysis is the minutes from the Shimane
Prefectural Cancer Control Promotion Council from fiscal years 2007 to 2010. Using the
number of suggestions by Council members and the number of suggestions by their
content as main indicators, the impact of patient involvement on the formulation of
the above Plan and associated evaluation processes were measured and evaluated.

A significant correlation was found between the classification of Council
members and the number of suggestions. Council members representing patients
indicated no significant contribution to this correlation. Looking at the number of
suggestions by content, there were more suggestions regarding patients and family
support that came from Council members representing patients than similar
suggestions made by other Council members. Judging solely from this result,
suggestions by Council members representing patients are on a comparable level with
those made by other Council members, leading to the conclusion that patients had
involved sufficiently in the formulation of promotional planning for cancer control and
associated evaluation processes.

Key words: Cancer patients, Prefectural Cancer Control Promotion Plans, Shimane

Prefectural Cancer Control Promotion Council, Involvement, Measurement
and evaluation
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Training of social workers with practical skills based on human education

—Introduction to the integration of social worker training—

Hajime Azusagawa, Kazuhiro Mantani

KWANSEI GAKUIN UNIVERSITY School of Human Welfare Studies

Hospital Organization Osaka Minami Medical Center

This study aims to construct a cooperative system for training social workers
with practical skills between “university institutions in research and education” and “field
of practice in human services”. In this study, we extract the problems of training in
the training field and university education, and discuss the problems to find the
training principles and methodology. Training period was set for eight years; four
years in the field and four years at the university. It aims to consider a common and
continuous training process. An essential part of the study is to “feel the client, and
to face and understand the values of the client”. In other words, the study focuses on
the human education.

Key words: human education, practical skills, cooperatively system training
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Family Caregiver Burden in Higher Brain Dysfunction

~Interview investigation to family with person of Traumatic Brain Injury~

Gaku Takizawa

Kanagawa Rehabilitation Hospital Social Work Room

The aim of this study was to elucidate the burden experienced by family
caregivers of persons with traumatic brain injury (TBI) Seven families were
interviewed. Categorical form analysis was used to examine oral narratives. Results
showed that caregivers of family members with TBI are facing changing conditions
and challenges in their everyday lives. Core categories found include caregivers
experiencing “feelings of restlessness” during their family member’s hospitalization;
after discharged from the hospital to home, person with TBI faced “changes in
everyday lives” such as problems with activities of daily living, as well as, “changes
in familial relationships” due to behavioral disorder; to lessen each other’s burden,
both sides take on a “physical distance”; family caregivers provide “support aligned
with changes experienced by family member with TBIL” and “support for post-
employment”; caregivers experience “expectations and worries for the future,” of their
family member; and they “receive support and information from other family members
and other surrounding people.” Implications include providing support for caregivers
for family members with TBI and promote the use of social services so caregivers can
take respite without having to worry about their family member’s care. Professionals
working with patients with TBI need to pay more attention to the changes in the
patient’s family relationships, intervene as the patient recuperates from the illness and
experiences changes in daily lives, and provide realistic information to the families on
future expectations.

Key words: Higher Brain Dysfunction, Interview, Narrative Research, Caregiver Burden
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Evaluation of practice in discharge support by medical social workers

Mai Yamaguchi, Eriko Takayama, Machiko Ohara, Sachiko Takase

Japan Lutheran College
Sophia University
University of Tokai
Nihon Fukushi University

In this study we attempted to clarify practices in discharge support by medical
social workers (MSW). A cross-sectional mail survey of randomly selected MSW in
hospital (N=608; 36.7% of response rate) was conducted in order to analyze how MSW
evaluate their practice. We measured 49 items with 5 Likert scales of three target
levels (1. client and family, 2. hospital and staffs, and 3. community and society, and
five practical functions (1. assessment and evaluation, 2. counseling and advice
information, 3. coordination, 4. advocacy, and 5. system establishment and resource
development). The results indicated that 1) although items of micro-practice that
targets a client and his her family are considered to be more important than those
targeting other levels, items targeting the hospital and community were also recognized
as equally important. 2) by regression analysis, number of social workers in a hospital
is significantly related to both hospital and staff scores and community and society
scores, and 3) many MSW are facing a dilemma between their social work mission
and the demand of shortening hospitalization days. Under the situation that practices
of MSW in discharge support has not been fully evaluated by others, our findings
would promote understanding their practice.

Key words: Discharge support, evaluation, medical social worker, social work practice,
evidence-based practice (EBP)
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