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Screening to identify elderly patients in need of discharge planning
— Development and evaluation of the screening form —

Sachiko Ito, Yoko Sugihara, Yuko Kikuchi, Masami Igarashi, Noriko Inoue, Takako Sato,
Rie Kakinoki, Hye-Kyung Kim, Hidehiro Sugisawa

We developed and evaluated a screening form to identify elderly patients in need of discharge
planning by social workers. The original screening form consisted of a checklist of 12 items concern-
ing medical and social conditions. The nursing staff at a geriatric hospital assessed the patients with
the screening form within one week after the patients were admitted. We evaluated the predictive
validity of the screening form by examining whether each item could predict the length of hospital
stay among elderly patients. Also, a cut-off score on the screening form was determined to discrimi-
nate high-risk patients (ie., with a hospital stay of 31 days or more) from other patients. Scoring
of the screening form was calculated by the number of marked items. The predictive validity of 8
items in the original version was verified. In this sample, a score of 3 was found to be the cut — off for
differentiating patients whose hospital stay was at least 31 days from those whose stay was shorter.
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E#RHSBHHE Vol.9 No.1 2000.12
Recognition of MSW function by medical doctors and nurses

Kayoko Takeda, Ayako Minami

The purpose of this study is to clarify what medical doctors and nurses regard the characteris-
tics of medical social work to be. Using grounded theory, we conducted a survey consisting of 33
statements that seemed to represent the characteristics of medical social work. 150 medical social
workers, 55 medical doctors, and 75 nurses were asked to rate each statement on a scale of one to
five. Our purpose was to examine the differences in the responses of the three groups. Medical so-
cial workers themselves consider the main characteristic of their job to be “respecting patient’s pref-
erences, and giving the patient’s decision-making process due consideration.” In contrast, medical
doctors consider the main characteristic of the medical social worker’s job to be, “assisting the hospi-
talized patient with his/her life after discharge in mind”while nurses regard the medical social
worker’s main role to be “application of the social resources in assisting patients.” The results sug-
gest that one way to establish medical social work as a more defined profession is to reduce the gaps
in the way these three professions regard it.
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The analysis of the interaction between the students and the practice
teaches in the social work field instruction

Atsuko Otaki

The interactions between the students and the field instructors during the term of social work
field instruction in hospitals are analyzed in this paper through the students’ diaries. The author has
two working hypothesizes for their interactions. One is that the students could similarly react on a
particular scene during the term transcending the difference of the agencies. Another is that the
teachers would give some similar directions to their reactions. At first, several scenes of the social
work instruction in hospitals are shown, and each one is given a unique name; ‘Observation of daily
life of a social worker’ *Sitting with a social worker in his/her interview’ *Contact with the other pro-
fessions’ *Receiving personal philosophy for social work® etc. Second, several categories are extracted
as the students’ reactions to these scenes, and they are also given unique names; ‘Searching for the
client’s problem’ ‘Aiming at subtle communication’ ‘Using a lot of terms straight out of the textbook’
etc. Third, some categories of the teachers’ directions are extracted and named: ‘Re-interpretation
of the scene’ *Adding the reality of the client’s feeling to the students’ interpretation’ ‘Taking apart
the textbook words’ etc. Finally, the relation of these; the scenes of the practicum, the reactions of
the students, the directions of the teachers, are shown as charts. The author thinks that the result
will be useful for developing the teaching method of social work field instruction and for discussing
its effectiveness. The data are analyzed by ‘grounded theory’ which is one of sociological methods
for qualitative data analysis.
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A Study of Social Work as a Discipline :
Flexner’s Influence of Professionalization

Akiko Mishima

Abraham Flexner's pronouncement in 1915that social work was not a full profession led to
strenuous efforts by social workers to fulfill the attributes of a profession that set forth. D.M. Austin
(1983) called Flexner’s influence “The Flexner Myth” and wrote that the attribution of a profession
should be put a side. The purpose of this study is to catch the implied meaning of the achievement in
medicine. In doing this, one will find that this attribute approach must be against the current of the
postmodern movement in social work circle. As is generally known, social workers have renounced
the medical approach in their work. The time has already come for Abraham Flexner’s pronounce-
ment to be de-mythologized.
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A Study of Teaching Methods in Social Work Education
—An Analysis of Textbook for Theoretical Work Skills Training
for Undergraduate Students—

Rie Yamanoi

The purpose of this study is to suggest effective teaching methods for undergraduate students
by analysis of textbooks for theoretical work skills training from general social work perspective.
The Committee on Training for the Social Welfare Profession (fukusi-senmonsyoku—no-kyoiku-katei
—-tou—ni—kansuru-kentokai) suggested that the length of field work and theoretical work skills train-
ing should be extended,increasing the tendency that field work will be emphasized in social work
education. However, little attention has been given for task of theoretical work skills training. The
learning tasks of previous textbook were analyzed three levels ; 1) micro level practice concerning
clients, their families,and small groups, 2) mezzo level practice concerning social welfare agen-
cies, 3) macro level practice concerning community and society.The results were the following: 1)
There were differences of learning tasks of textbooks for theoretical work skills training. 2) previous
textbooks did not provide three levels of social work practice enough. 3) they did not draw social
work process; intake, assessment, planning, intervention, termination and evaluation. The implica-
tions of this study were the following: 1) We must research theoretical work skills training in social
work education. 2) It is necessary to define social work practice in order to develop social work edu-
cation.
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