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Positioning and its Factors of Discharge Planning by Social Workers
in University Hospitals

Miyoko Mike

Discharge planning is an important task for social workers in university hospitals, but
studies of discharge planning show that the social workers encounter many difficulties and
problems in discharge planning. The context in which they work with clients is one of the
factors that influences their roles and functions.

The author conducted a study to investigate what kind of context influenced social workers,
as well as how and why the context brought difficulties and problems to social workers.
Grounded-theory-approach was used to identify elements of the context of social workers which
influence their practice and create difficulties in practice. Besides this approach was
also used to develop a theory about the context of social workers in discharge planning at
university hospitals.

The study identified ‘positioning’ as a core category and ‘countdown’, ‘niche-building’ and
‘unadjusted mismatch’ as main categories. The three main categories, specific elements in the
context of discharge planning, were interrelated and then determined the positioning of social
workers. The positioning often constrained roles and functions of social workers and impacted
the interactions and relationships between workers and clients
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The Evaluation of Social Work Practice in a Rehabilitation Medicine Unit:
Research on Post-discharged Patients

Akira Ohtani, Noriko Yamamura, and Michihiro Kitutaka

This article examines how social work intervention affected patients in a rehabilitation
medicine unit.  The respondents of this survey via questionnaire were 101 persons discharged
from the rehabilitation unit of Hyogo College of Medicine Hospital. They were interviewed
for psycho - social history taking and social work intervention by hospital social workers when
they were admitted to the rehabilitation unit. Results indicate that they are generally
satisfied with daily living, but some don’t utilize social services because they are not
informed about them or because the services are not accessible. More helpful social work
treatment for patients during hospitalization was information giving and carefully listening.
On the contrary, the function of mediator was not well understood by users. We have to
investigate patients’ psycho-social factors influencing the necessities of social work
intervention,
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