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Five Dimensions of the Theoretical Orientations of
Direct Practice in Social Work

Eiji Kitajima and Chieko Tanaka

The studies of the theoretical orientations (TOs) of clinical social workers have been accumulated mostly in the
United States and Canada. More than twenty theoretical orientations and theories of social work have been developed
under the influence of the advancement of social work practice in the last ten years. Meyey (1976) wrote that
"what" to which social work paid attention undoubtedly would color the "how" of its practice.

In Japan, however, the studies of the TOs have been done few in the field of social work practice, although the sig-
nificance of the research collaboration between social work profession and academia has been greatly concened over
the last ten years. Therefore, the present study examined the current trends and comparisons of Japanese TOs among
the medical social workers and the students who are studying social work at school. It was found that there was a dif-
ference of the TOs between the professions and the students. The five Dimensions of the TOs showed the valuable
indicators which would differentiate among the differences of the TOs.
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The Supervisory Behavior in Field Placement
— The Relationship between the Supervisory Behavior and Areas of Field Agency —

Rie Yamanoi

Field placement is an essential component for students who study social welfare. However, little attention has
been given to supervisory behavior in field placement. The purpose of this study was to examine supervisory
behavior in field placement.

This subjects were 134 undergraduate students who completed field placement. A 14 evaluation items concerning
the supervisory behavior using a 5-point Likert scale (from 1 = strongly disagree to 5 = strongly agree) was com-
posed of three phases:1) orientation, 2) supervision session and 3) evaluation.

One-way ANOVA was performed to investigate relationships between the supervisory behavior and areas of field
agency. The areas of field agency significantly predict three phases of supervisory behavior. The result showed that
the supervisors in hospitals instructed students more frequently in field placement than agencies for the elderly or the
disabled. The implications of findings for the medical social workers were discussed.
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