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Social Worker’s Function in Medical Team—Comparison of Social
Work in General and Rehabilitation Hospitals—

Eriko Takayama

Team coordination is one of the most important skills to help patient effectively.

As a coordinator with patient’s environments, social workers need to recognize what functions they
can fulfill for effective teaming. This article discusses that there are different functions of social
workers according to the type of medical teams.

First, from the comparison of the two case studies of social work sections, features and
differences of two medical teams are considered : one, in a general hospital, another, in a
rehabilitation hospital. This study is done by referring to the two ideal-type teams defined by
Germain : multidisciplinary- and interdisciplinary-team.

Second, strengths and deficit of each team are made clear, and functions of social workers in the
teams are discussed in the light of facilitating team strength and compensating team deficit.
Functions are discussed in three aspects. (1)functions for patients, (2)functions for teams,
(3)functions for team members.

As for multidisciplinary teams, (1)the function of social workers for patients is “to support
patients to adapt medical treatment to their own lives.” (2)The function for teams is “to faciltatet
he team to comprehend patients’ background” . (3)The function for team members is “to enable
them to have interests in patient’s life and end up with reducing their stress arising from
incomprehension of patients” .

As for interdisciplinary teams, (1)the function for patients is “to empower patients in making the
most of the team” . (2)The function for teams is “to manage communication of team members” ,
in order to prevent them from confusion arising from overlapping of roles. (3)The function for
team members is “to make clear how patient’s life is going on and to enable them to modify
theircare plans for patients” .
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Tasks and Practices of Social Work in Patients with Bone Marrow Transplantation
—A Study of 15 Years Proccess in Tokai University Hospital—

Erika Yamakawa, Kazuko Ohmoto, Atsuko Uchida

195 cases of Bone Marrow Transplantation (BMT) have been conducted from 1981 to July 1995 in
Tokai University Hospital.

Social workers joined the BMT program from from 1981, and have made great efforts to
establish a system to provide social work support for patients and their families, especially from
remote areas of outside Kanagawa Prefecture. The social work support system now is authorized
as an essential force in BMT program.

This report discribes the process of development of the social work support systemby dividing
the past 15 years into 3 periods and reviewing the following three factors in each period:

1) Various elements to be considered for social work support;
2) Identified roles and tasks of social workers;
3) Details of work to accomplish the identified tasks.

By making assessments, cooperative relation with medical enviromental situation of patientand
thier families, hospiatal function and social worker function, the most effective means to
accomplish the required tasks may be found.
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The Collaboration with Interpreter in Social Work Practice.

Jo Fujita

The globalization increases the foreigners who need some social work services. Recently, it is
evident that social workers have more experiences of helping the foreign persons who cannot speak
Japanese at all. In these cases, the social worker helps them, collaborating with an interpreters. In
this article about the collaborations with interpreters in social work practice, I try to analyze how
the use of interpreter influenceson social work practice. The positive effect of the use of
interpreter is the following four aspects : effective communication, restoration of client’'s autonomy,
appropriafe help provided, and securing of self-determination and rights receiving services. On the
other hand, the use of an intepreter inthe helping process has five potential ploblems : the
informed consent about the use of interpreter, confidentiality, inability of interpreter, interference
by interpreter, and low accessibility of interpretation service.

Social work services are provided mainly through verbal communication between clientand social
worker, and language is a very important tool for social work practice. Then, when a social worke
r collaborates with an interpreter, the social worker must pay attention to the interpreter’s
influence on client or helping process.
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Domains of Concerns Inventory for Health Care Professions (DCI) :
Development, Verification and Pilot Study

Chiyo Matsuoka, Tomoko Arakawa

The purpose of this study is to clarify the originality of health care professions which include
social workers and nurses.

To accomplish this purpose, Domains of Concerns Inventory for health care professions (DCI)
consisting of four domains, physical, 'chhological, social and bias, was developed. And then
differences of these above two professions were examined by DCI

The DCI is a measurement of how much concern health care professions have for each domain.
To develop and verify DCI, self-reported data of 179 social workers in the health care field and
400 nurses in four general hospitals were analyzed by factor analysis method. As a result,
Cronbach’s « of DCI was 0.94 and each factor's coefficient was also higher than 0.90.

Using DCI, differences were as follws; 1) In physical domain, social workers' concerns were
lower than nurses’; 2) In psychologicaldomain, there were no differences; 3) In social domain,
social workers’ concerns were higher than nurses’; 4) For social workers, the order of DCI scores
was descendingly social, psychological, physical; 5) For nurses, the order of DCI scores was
descendingly physical, psychological, social.

Finally, the collaboration of these two professions is discussed.
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Return to School after Being Handicapped

Taisuke Ishii, Wataru Tanaka, Kouichiro Matsusita

The concept of Normalization has spread over this country since the International Year of
Disabled Persons in 1981, and this trend has made it possible for the aquired handicapped to
return to schools with able-bodied students. Twelve handicapped students returned to their schools
from our institution between its opening and 1995. This group included 1) 8 spinal cord injuries
(1 primary, 2 junior-high, 3 high school and 2 college levels) 2) 2 head injury (2 junior-high
school levels),and 3) 3 other diagnoses (1 primary and 1 high school levels). In negotiation with
authorities, following the issues should be considered ; 1) View of structural a) physical aspects
b) political aspects, 2) View of non-structural a) psychological aspects b) support system
aspects c) medical aspects. Persons with acquired handicap tend to lose theire body-image. It can
be suggested that returning to school for these persons means a re-structure of self-esteem and
being a memberof society, which could let them be close to their ‘former’ life from the view of
psychological or social issues.
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