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Koji OHKURA : History of medical genetics and its future.
Summary

This paper presented to the 20th anniversary of the Japan Society of Medical
Genetics as a memorial lecture.

There were long history of the records on human hereditary or congenital
abnormalities. It could be trace back to nearly 2,500 BC. Since the late 18 th
century a large number of pedigrees of various hereditary disorders were de-
scribed from medical points of view. This trend was accelerated by the Eugenic
movement. ‘

In 1940's genetics has been introduced to the medical field as science, and a
new bud of medical genetics appeared. In the United States medical interests tend
to hereditary or congenital disorders instead of infectious or contagious diseases.
Genetic services are required from the common people. at initial stage it was
mainly genetic counseling.

In Europe. many ingenious studies have been carried out between 1940" and
1970°. Several basic researches were made epochs in the history of human and
medical genetics.

From late 1960" in US and Canada such services were provided to systematic
regional services from the individual service by the local governments. However,
its growth was very slow in Japan.

In this paper the historical overview of medical genetics was carried out and
the situation of Japan was compared with those of other advanced countries,
Lastly, the author indicated that repeated mistakes or misunderstanding on
genetic knowledge in medical field, and required strong reflection.
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