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Introduction of ATX Auto Wako applicable to general clinical
chemistry analyzers

Tomoaki Suzuki

Summary The Nara Declaration 2023, announced by the Japanese Society of Hepatology on
June 15, 2023, aims to enable early detection and treatment of liver disease through more detailed
examinations in the gastroenterology department. Chronic liver disease leads to hepatocellular
injury that triggers a pro-inflammatory state in several parenchymal and non-parenchymal hepatic
cell types, ultimately resulting in liver fibrosis, cirrhosis, portal hypertension and liver failure. It is
crucial to identify and halt the worsening of liver fibrosis given its important prognostic
implications. However, the role of liver biopsy (LB) , the traditional gold standard for assessing
liver fibrosis, includes an invasive nature with the possibility of complications, sampling
variability, and the subjective interpretation by pathologists; therefore, non-invasive tests are
required. FUJIFILM Wako Pure Chemical Corporation has developed a novel diagnostic reagent.
ATX Auto Wako is an in vitro diagnostic test (IVD) for the measurement of Autotaxin activity
based on an enzymatic method. This method can be applied to general clinical chemistry analyzers.
It is highly correlated with the one-step sandwich enzyme immunoassay, and the reagent is
designed for good measurement performance. We anticipate that ATX Auto Wako will be useful
for non-invasive hepatic fibrosis assessment and will contribute to improving the diagnosis of liver
diseases in the future.
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