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Preface: The role and future of specimen testing

Midori Saito

Summary As automated and efficient specimen testing progresses, the method of conducting

specimen tests should also change. The use of specimen testing automation systems in recent years

has not only increased specimen testing, but also automated the entire process from sample

pretreatment to result report, thus increasing the efficiency of specimen testing. Notably, the role

of the clinical laboratory technicians involved in specimen examination has reduced with the

progress of automation. Herein, four clinical laboratory technicians involved in specimen testing

discuss their future role and the possible issues based on the current state of automated laboratory

testing.
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