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Genetic testing for routine diagnostics
of hematological malignancies

Hayato Maruoka

Summary The diagnosis of hematological malignancies has recently been made based on
molecular characteristics as well as morphologic and phenotypic characteristics. Polymerase chain
reaction (PCR)-based genetic testing is a routinely performed method not only in establishing the
diagnosis and prognostic classification but also for monitoring measurable residual disease (MRD)
in these diseases. The highly sensitive detection of MRD can assess the effectiveness of treatment
and decide a therapeutic protocol, including hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. This article
presents an update on the importance of genetic testing, detailing the advantages and disadvantages

of each test when applicable.
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WICOTEMER BN EET 2 2 8D b, HIE
R 0 - TR O AR 12, BRI 3 X OSTHI AR
OrzaF) T4 ERARTLEETH ). HES
Wi B & OO IESEML O E 7 7 1
ZRRAMET 5,

a7 17 ) Y EM (immunoglobulin heavy
chain, IGH) EfnT & T X CTOEBMILIZAFAE
T 5H, W OGS LR CIEBHIIL O A& fE T
DA AFEZ GEIZTFHME) 4 U 5. IGH
RTFIIVDADID DA SHER SN TB Y,
BANIZ X 7L DBS IZDFEE & TFEIE A & F &
120X 7 Ay FEBBRLHET S (RS
B, st & SV S1DD
AV MOERENWEET S (i), 72,
7 X N ORI, R TEY 03)
I—2a R0l 705 LR
Bl Ns 5 2 &1 k)& U -E] (NFHEIS)
PIAET B0 ZOFER. RO BRT IS AE
AHMENDLZ LD, OGN~ OB
N7 o — VERIC R 275, TEEMALCIXIF U
& 7% (Fig. 1A) o

PCR: CIGH LT D —3 % B L 7214, €/
Za—Ny R s iz a ) 7458
FERA S B o BMIKL O 72 11 ) T 1 fEITIZIZIGH
BEn T e a7 ) VS (immunoglobulin
light chain, IGL) #fzF%. THileo 7 o) 7
A RN ICIETHIIE L & 7% — (Tecell receptor,
TCR) O B4 (TCRB) ifnT & 184 (TCRG)
HIET 2 V205, FRCOETHREIES H %
VIE 6 BITHI N PR RE 5 & &8 D M A 12 1d o 8K
(TCRD) BT Zx%ET 5,

PCRiE % H\ 72 77121319904 A 4 HE 12 B 38 &
NCTWDH, FHOBEETIET 74 ~— D
ARE SN TEY . xRS H R OB
W23t 2 A DSHEDR C & e\ 2. (R TEERAS
BWEWREDH ST T, £/ 7 O—F
JVRPCREY) & K1) 7 1 — F )V % PCREEW) % 1E
MR CTE T, MBHERIEW L QET
o726 20034EIZHERDPCRI:D K 5T % 4 L
7277 & L TBIOMED-27 11 b I — L2 3,
20124F |ZEuroClonality/BIOMED-2% 1 K 5 4
VURAREN, BAETIRZ 9T T A RO
EHFEL > TWh, A7 b a— VOFF#IE
30H 0. 12D IIVIEOBEREITIZT T4~
— % 7% FF L. somatic hypermutation (/4 i it2
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Fig. 1

framework

ZERAER) OFBIZLIDLTIAY—DIAT =
—VEBRLTWD, 22077 3 — R
W7 o4 ~—%MEH L. EEMLHkoRY &
TIAY—OHEEEED, TIAY—DIA
T == VEERL TWb, 320E~vVvF 7L
2 7 APCRICE VD, Fa—TOREZHS L.
LT A Mz EH L TW5 (Fig. 1B)o
TS L/ZDNAE WY IVF T
L v 7 APCR% ff\>, PCREEM % R 7 27V v
TIRTVERKEL, 27y ATuY AR
EDOPLHENEFHCTROLEBI ), MES
N HPHPNC I 723 > RO S L2341
Wtk & H5E 3 5 (Fig. 1C) . MHKE® H %13
BLZE1%TH L0, HEEMEHKEORY & 7
FAv— L OB L OBRICHEET L RY
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70— F IV BMIEO R & ) R R I —
FeCTldve, F720 MG iskoiy & 75
A~ — & OMEIR A, BEEE 22 2
EWId Do TA VARG S L) TR R
JEINEDHIR L CTOWASE. H LV ITEimE R
REAEBRELEICBWTTHLO L — R
=P LT A6, TCREZT-O4) T2
O—F )Ny R ENLZ LB . by
P& e SN B RENE (BFTE) 238 % O TR
ROBRITEEICB %2,

I. #&EEF

19904 A HIT 2, (2B HEE A% (chronic
myeloid leukemia, CML) 231} % BCR-ABLI
mRNADIE LB FE S T LR, B4 il s
IR T ORI RATHET. S, REETIL19984F12
T I g AL PR TR ] e A & L CIRBRRRE S
N7z WEBIZFOFAEOFEIL. B % Hhl
SHEICHE F 5 . BCR-ABLI mRNAO i Hi 13
CMLR°BAMflfiE 21 ) > 7SS Bk M N IR  (B-cell
lymphoblastic leukemia, B-ALL) (2381} 551
V¥ F—FPHEHE, PML-RARA mRNADIH
SPERFESEMEFIM (acute promyelocytic leukemia,
APL) I2BUJAF =V TV ARILF ) A Uk
R OB H ORI HEE 7> T b,

AT DR A BIn T 2B & . @AERT O
% CIImRNAZ R R &5 %, 2R A mw
(acute myeloid leukemia, AML) OfXFRM 7 @l&
5T D—>CTd %HRUNXI-RUNXITIH (LT %
BIZ 3 % & RUNXI YL RUNXITIZ L
DMIEF DYWTIZA > b T VI HFEET D5,
8 % @ FEBI R LI RTEE BT A3 7% ) . DNAL /X
VTRV EEPT &2 & Ol e L= N =)L 75
A ~—THIET 5 LPHETHE, AT T4
U4y ha ratE E N 2mRNAL
BEFIBFE— & 2 ), ZZN=F VT T4 <—|Z
L BBIESTREL 70 5o F /2. BIAHEETO=
IIDNA & ) mRNAD 2513 % 12872, i
AV (Fig. 2A) o mRNAIZPCRILIE O
S/l L 2 5 v, WlR G G (reverse
transcription, RT) |2 CTcDNAIZ %t L 72 2.
PCRIUBIZ & V) HEIES %, DIRTNIPCRIUL % D
EW AR T O — A VESIKEIL, TF YT A
Tu~x A R ot v O3 2 21

@ RUNXI(21922):DNA
1

-ﬁ%iiiie%i4ﬁ

@ RUNXITI(8q22):DNA

o
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HEG © 23D pre-mRNAN A
AT TGA VT A v harDik
@®RUNXI-RUNXITI : mRNA
4
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—
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Fig. 2

WK TH o 7205, THETIZ) TV A A
PCRIZ & % 1§z 5 52w PCR (reverse-transcriptase
quantitative PCR, RT-qPCR) #ESEH & 7> T
Who

) 7V A APCRIEE TG S 4L7-PCRED
HROF R Z 11 7 VEIZHIE R B 2 7\,
RIS A 7 VL MElcEtEZ 7oy by
%o BOLEAEREMIZES HRFEOY A 7 VI
(quantification cycle, Cq) % M\ CH#{z T =%
Bl 5, #WELELCISA Yy —HL—%
—RTagMan 7' 0 — 7 03MFH SN b, 1 V5 —
7L — 5 — 2R ODNAILK AT 5 L E%E
%3 AWE T, EvaGreenZz E2VH WV 5 5,
TagMan 7' 1 — 7% — 7 v b #E{aF OEIEH
TIA~—HOPETICHEGT 24D TR
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LAF FTHY, TOSEKIGIIELR—5 —f
F=H KT T F v —=DREAE L T\ b,
LR—=F oK s F X =50 L Tw5
RECTIE, s L b 7y F v —~
OFFEIE T ANV F—BENZ L) LR—F —f
FIIFRLL v, $EIDNAKL 70 — 7556
L. &5l 7/ 9 4 v—%RbEL T rlEnfE
RIBHBMGE E N5 &, DNAKY 2T —EWNE
TLH5>3 XXy —BEIcLD, 7
O— 730 s b, sttaiRe s o Fv—
RS 5 2 LT, BB RIIENEET L.
48 =N =5 —hEZiro7u—70
MEITDARETH D Z Enn, HEROMEILLL
BIAESTH DN, §—7 v MEfET DI o®
{E AR S N223E 12 BV T b EE i
50T, FEEEOM CTagMan 7' 1 — 712
Hho FEMRTHRAEMNR L 2 5 EETDE X
TagMan 7' 12 — 7ESHW LN T W 5, Flie
ZFBREHO T4~ —B L7 0 — 7o)
I3Europe Against Cancer (EAC) 75 AF &1L
TWwhbY,
HIZTEEBT 220K EEH DY, 100
I EHRETH D, AT Y —HODNA (FE
HEYH) AREHAEL. T ocql %l
L 72, Ml O ¥ —$. fEtEccqlie 7
Oy g5 E THREMRPIER S NS Z LT,
FEEIE L 729 > 7V OCqfii % g o iz
AL, IE—FHEFET 5, EBIZIE WE
IZHWARNADE L& B L N mER)EY %
BT ALERHY, VT 7Ly ABETOME
bBIRW, ¥—r v MEETOIE—$%Y
T7 LY ABETOIE—BTHRTAILICL
D, Y TNVETELLBREEWIET S (Fig
2B). 220D FikIFECqETH . BAEY)
HaxHE 32200 v 7V OEET'OE
WEEHT L HETH DL BB L O R
DY TIVENEND Y =7y Mifat &) 7
7 LY ABEFOCEZ MET S (Fig. 2C).
AT 6 G D AR T O BETR RN ZAY100% D 35 6
CqfEATDE TR T REARME) & & K
W9 %, BEIERIFEATI00% 2 72 e WA, 1
AN ZE 2 I L 72 Prafflifs® % v % o s ifiis:
D &N 2 TN QR E I Y 2 S
B WD L B A O R n T AT
HECTH 505, BmbefE e BB WO v 7 s

B

ATWEEZGEIFHTE v, BEEIZTO
JE T AT 13 238 37 5 MRDEHT |2 5\ CH B
RiE R,

V. EFER

T I AR P 5 O 9 B 2512 H 5 71 5 WHO S
F2017" DY, EIRTREICED (Bl
EOBELHFHIRHOREN B b T b
ZETHY., GBI A BT REOMBITERE
HWENBLDETFHEIND,

AMLIZ B\ Tld, NPMIZEE, W7 LIV O
CEBPAZE .8 X 'RUNXIZE 5% A9 5 AML7:
EDHEHIFER & 7 5 72, European LeukemiaNet
(ELN) OF 14454 Tld, TP53Z %, RUNXI
BRB X CASXLIZE R ENTHRARIEE LT
SFEE X NTz. fEk. FLT3-ITD (internal tandem
duplication) ZRIITHRARIEL SNTE2AN
TLUWN=Fr (BZFEREEG) BLY
NPMIZEROFWP T B HET S 2 &8
B & A& 72 o 7z (Table 1)o B 388 Ji 1 1 955
(myeloproliferative neoplasms, MPN) |2 81> T,
FWr O RIEHE L L THER DJAK2ZE R 2.
CALRZE 3¢ E MPLZE S 8BNS I 7ze R Y ~
INRBEE TR ) ST N E
(lymphoplasmacytic lymphoma, LPL) ~ ®MYD8S
L265PZE 5% A EME M5 (hairy cell leukemia
HCL) ®BRAF V600EZ: 52 %2 IfiL 5 00 3% 2 R PETHI
Jig1) > 73 (angioimmunoblastic T-cell lymphoma,
AITL) DRHOA GI1TVZEE 7% W5 AH H 7%
B TARE L CEHENTW S,

U RN LSS LT b=
IV AP, EETFEROEFRPEHICE D S
T T RE R M ST A Y, PCRIUIG THY
g L 7-DNAKT I 28T L L, 7914 v —%ie
J & LCDNARY 27— €2 & 1) H#DNA
EEWT S, BEELTCTAFLURI LA
T R=) VR (ANTP) 4O ®IEHFE TR
WL TAERYRX LAY NZE) VR
(dANTP) % 2%, dNTPZE & L7284 1E
HERISOHRT 505, T F Y R—=2AD3
RLASHEE DAINTPZ FH & L 723557132 DI AT
THERISAEIET 5o REMIZBEEDOE S
D ZDNARTA 23E K S . K L d#oa
FCHEH#ENL, DNAYV— 27 Ty —|2TCHE
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Table 1

ELNIZ £ 5 AMLO T #55 CCRk7% 5 %)

VA5

BB

1(8:21)(q22:922.1); RUNX1-RUNXITI
R

Biallelic mutated CEBPA

inv(16)(p13.1q22) or t(16;16)(p13.1;q22); CBFB-MYHI 1
Mutated NPM1 without FLT3 -ITD or with FLT3 -ITD low*

Mutated NPM! and FLT3 -ITD high*

P
(9;11)(p21.3:q23.3); MLLT3-KMT24

Wild-type NPM1 without FLT3 -ITD or with LT3 -ITD low* (without adverse-risk genetic lesions)

Cytogenetic abnormalities not classified as favorable or adverse

%(6;9)(p23;q34.1); DEK-NUP214
t(v;11923.3); KMT24 rearranged
%(9;22)(q34.1;q11.2); BCR-ABL1

-5 or del(5q); -7; -17/abn(17p)

Complex karyotype, monosomal karyotype
Wild-type NPM1 and FLT3 -ITD high*
Mutated RUNX1

Mutated ASXL 1

Mutated 7P53

RE

nv(3)(q21.3926.2) or t(3;3)(q21.3;426.2); GATA2, MECOM(EVII)

*low, 7 L /L E(<0.5); high, 7 L /L H(=0.5)

ELN, European LeukemiaNet; AML, acute myeloid leukemia

SIKENT S &, FHUDNAMIHA S BB L. R
i DHEOEE MU AR IS THAID 2 & 12 & ) 1k
Wi a AFCT&%, ¥4V 7 by =0 TV A
DOREELT, BHBEETOEED L VIO
DBIZT OEFMEFT DL R AT 556, 2
AN EBEEDPN L, T, BRIBEEIZI0 %
BETH Y, EHEMIBLEIE Y 2 TV
Pl hb,

FALYZ N — Ly AL FERRE % R
T 5 HEE LT, maidnerd st fF T (high
resolution melting analysis, HRMA) % Fj \» 7z
LFERAZ ) —= v ZEFEpSEH SNMTn 57,
HRMAT ., “AR#DNAICK A& L-IRETL
— =T L LHNEETEA VI —H L
— ¥ =%\ 5 fENTSREPT %2 PCRIEIZ THY
ML 72, mEARAIC LRSS L, B
2 &) ZARBHDNAIZ —AREIZREEL . 27T
HNT %0 BEEOBRIBIZBWTHGEE ) TV
FALIZEZSY) V7L TR A VR
T 5 & FPART & 28 B G IR EE BL A AR o 2 X
5 — VR D BT L AR AR AR 2
LY. S DOBERTEEPH LR
Vo HRMAIC L DA ) == ke 4L
M= T VAT ERMAGEDEDLZEIZLD,
i oA AN =T NIRRT RE &
% % (Fig.3A). ¥, THE2MIHET S

ASXLI. CEBPA, TP53, RUNXIZ oL,
HHERIE O PEIZ A D e e Rt L. 5 %%
MOEZEEREHTAbDLEBb s,

WA - BEE - REREHAMERSPEL S
BEROBBIZBNTIZT T 7 A > MENIP AR
Thb, 777 Ay MEFIZ, SEIRIZHEGR
FEEHEL 2T 54~ — % HWTPCREIGZ B
ozt FYET Y —BARIKEIC TEEE
W L. PCREMOR S B L O EWRZHIET
5 CdH b FLT3-ITDER B X USNPMIZE 5
I ZAMLD30% L, F 278D 65 S E 2 (s
FTERTH D, FLI3-ITDIZ T 7 v 14X 1512
B2 —HOWHANE 0 R S b EERZ S,
NPMIZEEAZ T 7 v V1202 B A4l F4H AL
o) T7L—02 7 MNIOERTH L, HiELD
AR ESORLDEETERTHY., 77
TAY MEMICE ) BEICERE RN TE 5,
%72, FLT3-ITDIZ7 LV N—F » L NPMIZE 3
ODIRFEORFERFHLEBCEEL T3
W Y — s T TEPS T LVN—=T U %
BHT52 LT, PERAENTEE 25 (Fig
3B)o

MPNIZ B J 5 JAK2 VO1TFZE 5 70 & BE A1 o fi
FTIZ 51T 2 BEREZ R OB I + DT %
W DN, T LIVEEEPCR (allele-specific
oligonucleotide PCR, ASO-PCR) {258 & % % L
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A
® CEBPA
; -
| Ig
- " .c.68-78del
& ASXLI
i i N I /\ N 19s4G
I 12 HAﬁﬁﬁmWN
T ey - [ L“l \ ‘\/} \/l\,«‘} \'} \J’ \/ \\
& RUNXI
H [ ;:Z
| I
o P53 -
A &
| Iz

B o vpamm * FHBE
T ) FIT3 i “NPMT
WT T WT
NPMINPMI
WT MT FLT3
“ ‘ ITD ‘
. ‘\ aT——— ‘J i _._J_.___.___.l~_._“‘_,_
« NPMI : Mutated « NPMI : Wild
« FLT3 : Wild * FLT3 :1TD low (7 L /L}£0.3)
& TR ® THRARRRE
T - e s om g FLT3
FLT3S  nNpyiNPMI wr y
b W MT ! FLTS Na}‘;ﬂ
FLT3 | ( 1D |
WT
I I \
« NPM]I : Mutated « NPMI : Wild

* FLT3 :1TD high (7 L/11£2.0) « FLT3 : ITD high (7 L' /L 4£0.7)

TR S DORH

A) HRMAX ¥ A4 L 7 b3 — 27 TV AT
L BT 4 OB T AR

B) 777 A Y MENIZ X HFLT3-ITDZ
& NPMIZEF ORI & T 2575

HRMA, high resolution melting analysis

Fig. 3

TWw5 )7 TdH b ASO-PCRETIE, HHD
TIA < — O3 KO LRI LA
W27 % &) IZRERT L. BREAF O A% HilES
52, ERRIIZZ RGO AD I A~ v T Tl
ARET GRS NS 720, HREZ &0 57
DI KT H3FH DML ABLIZI A~
vFEMZ Do VT NVY A LPCRIEIZL Y., E
BB T2 2L TRETH D, TOM. 7
0 — 7 % FA 7200 R AT . I BREER
Fr %R (fragment length polymorphism, RFLP)
B EO Vi ® A, EE, TV Y IVPCR
(digital PCR,dPCR) {2513 2522 52 0 15 & % 72
DEBMNAMNEL L CHEASIN T Y,

oo A

dPCRZ I MR % 3, 15T DPCRIEIR
TDNAXmRNADMER E &= % g & 3 5 /LT
& 5o dPCRIEIZIZF v 7HIE Foy 7L v b
e, F v TEOIPCRTIExF R4~ 7
R AWML L2 Oy 2 VI L, 17 =
WVEEIZPCRIG A B I %) TY FARA VT
7 = VHEIZPCRIBIR O A #E % AT L. 3ilE2H
ST T VIEY =Ty N TR AR Y T4
TR E LT, WER R holzr 2 Vidy —7
9 NFTFBA> T oz T 14 TRIG &
LC. ZOREFFETAZETH Y Ty
=7y MEETOI - LR RS
HIENTE D, WEROERIESHOMETIE
HHH, TS ED UL e\
WEHZROBBICB W TR R % 35484
L EMHIFIN TS,

V. BlE®X XU X LER

FEIMEHRL AR 1L, BH 0L TR
DRIAD I WEF I L CTHERRIGERE TS
V. FF—HIIEAL YLy M ESE4ICA
NWEbaZLIZLh), BRI L HESND
(sEaE). 7272, N —HMlgo 5 RIL -
HEBERNEIIEDL T — AR T 57— A0
BN BAERD N —MIa0EBEA % 2
IZE=F ) Y74 hZ L IIBIRED T REL
#TLHLETHMOCHEHETH S,

MBI D F A ) X ABHTIL,
RFEBCHN DA 1) 3R L A3 A T 527 % short
tandem repeat (STR) fHI % &% — 7 v b & L.
MBAFAETHSTROF S FF—k Ly ¥z
b % BIREICIX BT & B STRZ HVC R — il
DR ERIFITT 5 BB TlE, BN
\257 Bt OSTRIEIE % <~ )V F 7 L v 7 APCRiE
IZCTHIE L. W& ORI REZRSTRE 3R L T
W % (Fig. 4A) . D4823665°D16S5391% [f] U £
XTHY, MEDENIARGETD LA, —JF7
D3S3045, DI12S10643 & USD17S12901% i 7 L
VHLNIFTLVIVORSHELRLOT, WH
DRI DSUHETDH 5 (Fig. 4B) o TR EHE BT,
day21l2BWT RFF—100%TH Y. UKD F
F =ML Tz BEBEAEBITIE, day2l
WCBWT RN F =72 %k RF—BRLTH - 7205,
day2812 BT FF —A%16 % & FHHIZAT L.
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D12S1064
D3S3045

1)1751290
A

A v D168539
D4S2366 [
W

D16S539
D1251064

D3S3045
D4S2366 D]7SIZ901 11 1 D1751290
P | 2 i

B»
= 7711
L

D482366 : A HE

C D I 100%] 100%
L L’ D, D D, N
SR A = J 1 J J
TR D4S2366 day21 day28
D D 72% 16%]
1
EEAR T D,
D
AT : D3S3045 day21 day28
— - 100% T
DD DD
I l
R g 1
I J
TR D4S2366 day21 day105
Fig.4  EIMEMINBAEEOF 2 1) X LT

A) FF—t LI ¥ FDSTR/SY — 1l

B) #&AITTHES L REBIAHE 22 STR/ S & —
Mg

C) BilthF 2 1) X LfRATH

STR, short tandem repeat

HIMERDEIE S FRD LN &9 b EFAE
LZWrE N7z, FEEAITIE. day2lI2B VT
F—100 %k 72 V. LIBE R — &AL Tz
A, daylOSIZ R —274% P L, 382
Wr < A17- (Fig. 4C)o BREEHIZBWT, ¥ 2
) A LRHTC L D=5 ) v T ERIICE H
THAHH, WEIGRIEE Cld v, 720 W
FRiMEEDBEOSNTE Y. SROERVEEN
%o

VI. BEH%O MRD 5

MRD & (3G BAMEE T CHERE T & 22 Wil b
TR IEGEMILOERAFRECTH L, 7 DA
THHEECTEDE 4 OFERI TR 5, RER

G, TEBESEPICHAD L. MRDO MR

FULTIC#E T 2 S (MRDEVERE) 13F5Y
A7 P& . MRDO#EHI R DL TIZE L 22\
FEB] (MRDBGERE) (R A7 SEv, 72,
MRDEME#ED —R1E, MRS % 7§
ZEDH LD, MRDIFFFFSIZE b EH LT
BY., HEOBHERICBNTHEELREZ
F72L T3 (Fig. 5)o MRDASHFEF R 42 4E
HFREMIWEST L ZEDPLHMEINTS
. MRDIZMOV. L7 FHRETF L L CR#ES N
TV D50, AR O T, Sk v v
BRI MI% (acute lymphoblastic leukemia, ALL)
{EMRD & {EHRICEAT A ZEN RO B I bl
TWLERTH A, Campana b (L FEEAH O
MRD?S = il 2> D b PE 2SR i 9 5 B 6 1355 15
MERMZ S L. —F& ) A 7 #EOBCR-
ABLIBGEALLIZ 8\ C B35 AR 1544 OMRD
PO A, EiEMEgEmL ) Fas o *
F—YIHERIBE bR A B 5 2 L 2
TLTWBY, F72, B ABCR-ABLIFETEALL
2BV, ERRE AR LR OMRDA S E (=
10°) DA DA, EIMFAREMIZ L 2T
DUFED RO BN TV LY,
MRDf#AT# & L T, RT-qPCR#EE. 6 BY
HIZTF 23R & 5 E=mASO-PCR (ASO-qPCR)
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