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M2BPGi (Mac-2 binding protein glycosylation isomer),
a lectin-based novel marker

Shigehiro Fukuda

Summary M2BPGi is a novel marker that uses WFA lectin and antibodies. It is a serum marker

that reflects the progression of liver fibrosis. It has been approved as an in-vitro diagnostic reagent

and is currently used to assist diagnosis of liver fibrosis progression. It has also been shown that

the serum level of this marker changes with severity of liver fibrosis caused by hepatitis B virus
(HBV), hepatitis C virus (HCV), nonalcoholic fatty liver diseases (NAFLD), and nonalcoholic
steatohepatitis (NASH), as well as that caused by autoimmune hepatitis and biliary atresia. It is a

serum test item that can be used to assess fibrosis of the organ, which could be done conventionally

only by biopsy. The future development of this marker is awaited with high expectations.
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