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Useful recombinant protein production by
silkworm and its industrialization

Masahiro Maeda

Summary Although sericultural industry in Japan used to be prosperous during the Taisho Era and
the early Showa FEra, it went into a decline by development and circulation of chemical fiber and
cheaper imported silk.

However, recently, the study focused on the excellent ability of silkworm for protein synthesis
and/or the gene-recombination technology based on the energetic investigation genome analysis of
silkworm. As a result, the possibility as a new technology for the production system of useful recom-
binant protein fused with traditional sericultural industry has come into the spotlight and is much
awaited.

In this issue, these studies will be introduced and discussed about vastly further possibilities.

Key words: Transgenic silkworm, Sericultural industry, Gene-recombination technology,
Genome analysis
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