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Clinical usefulness of heart-type fatty acid-binding protein

Fumio Ibi

Summary Heart-type fatty acid-binding protein (H-FABP) is a relatively low-molecular-weight
cytoplasmic protein and released into the circulation when the myocardium is injured. H-FABP is an

early, highly sensitive marker of myocardial injury that has been evaluated for emergency triage of

patients with suspected acute myocardial infarction (AMI). The point-of-care-testing (POCT) kit

Rapicheck H-FABP is used for the qualitative test. Rapicheck H-FABP showed a high negative predic-

tive value. It is useful for early-risk stratification. In recent years, the latex-agglutination kit

LIBLIA H-FABP was developed, and the quantitative test became possible in a clinical laboratory.

Key words: Heart-type fatty acid-binding protein (H-FABP), Acute myocardial infarction (AMI),
Acute coronary syndrome (ACS), Point-of-care-testing (POCT)
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