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Clinical meaning value of long pentraxin PTX3 for
patients with inflammatory bowel disease

Shingo Kato and Koji Yakabi

Summary PTX3 belongs to the long pentraxin family, while CRP belongs to the short pentraxin
family. CRP was induced via interleukin-6 in hepatocytes, whereas PTX3 was directly induced by
inflammatory cells and endothelial cells in the organs involved. Immunohistochemical staning of PTX3
revealed both infilitrating cells and endothelial cells in the inflammatory organs of patients with inflam-
matory bowel diseases. Plasma concentrations of PTX3 were up-regulated in active ulcerative
colitis and active Crohn’s disease. PTX is a valuable inflammation marker for patients with inflam-

matory bowel diseases, especially ulcerative colitis.
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