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Abstract
As the third pillar of modern medicine in the 21% century, medical communities have focused on improving health communication,
following biology in the 19" century and evidence (data)-based medicine in the 20" century. In the fiscal year 2022, the Japanese
Association of Health Communication was reorganized to become the Japan Health Communication Week Organization (HCWO)
with seven affiliated academic associations that include health communication and its subordinated terms in their names; namely,
health communication, medical science communication, medical communication, health literacy, health marketing, health-care
communication, and medical interpreting. We clarified the relationships between HCWO and its affiliated associations by
articulating their concepts and their relationships to health communication. In 2022, HCWO also established two occupation-
related academic associations: namely, dentistry and nursing. We also clarified the significance of their establishment and role in
HCWO. We believe that HCWO will greatly contribute to the efficient administration of its associations, provide convenient
information for their members, avoid unnecessary competition between similar academic associations, and develop academic

research activities in health communication and its related fields.
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