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Abstract
This study categorized and analyzed international students’ utterances during medical interviews in Japanese and identified factors that
induced requests for repetition from simulated patients in linguistic terms. International students are more likely to receive requests for
repetition from simulated patients in medical interviews than Japanese students. However, it has not been clarified what problems with
their spoken Japanese caused these requests for repetition. In March 2020, we conducted medical interviews using simulated patients
with 40 first- to third-year international medical students at the International University of Health and Welfare. Their utterances were
classified based on an existing study of Japanese learners’ linguistic anomalies and errors. The study classified errors into four categories
based on pronunciation, word choice, grammar, and discourse, respectively. Five utterances with errors of word choice and 12 utterances
each for errors of pronunciation, sentence structure (grammar), and discourse were identified. All error types were observed regardless
of the year of study, except for errors in word choice. Therefore, it is necessary for international students to continue training in Japanese

communication to improve their medical interview skills throughout their undergraduate medical education.
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