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The Ratio of the Numbers of Pediatricians Working in a Hospital and a Clinical Office
Did Not Change in Each Age Group for the Past 8 Years

Akira Ehara
Department of Public Health, Hokkaido University Graduate School of Medicine

According to Survey of Physicians, Dentists and Pharmacists published by Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare, the number of physicians who worked in a hospital increased from 159,131 in 2002 to 168,327 in 2006.
However, that of hospital pediatricians decreased from 8,429 in 2002 to 8,228 in 2006.

The ratio of the numbers of pediatricians working in a hospital and a clinical office did not change in each
age group for the past 8 years. The ratios of hospital pediatricians were about 65%, 50%, 40%, and 35% in age
groups of 40 to 44, 45 to 49, 50 to 54, and 55 to 59 years old, respectively. There are the most pediatricians in the

age group of 50 to 54 years old.

When these doctors resign a hospital and open a clinical office at the ratio above mentioned, the shortage
of hospital pediatricians might occur. However, most of them might open a clinical office near the hospital they
have worked. When pediatricians who work in a hospital and a clinical office co-operate, pediatric emergency

system might be maintained.




