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Hokkaido Prefecture Government Showed a Plan of Concentration of Pediatric Emergency Centers
—Above 98% of the People under 15 Years Old Live within 100km
from the 21 Candidates of Centralized Facilities

Akira Ehara
Koala Medical Research

Hokkaido Prefecture Government showed a plan of concentration of pediatric emergency centers into 21
facilities of 15 cities. The minimal distance from these pediatric facilities to 180 municipal offices in Hokkaido
was measured by computer software of geographic informational system.

1 city, 8 towns and 2 villages are 100km or more away from the 21 pediatric centers, however, less than
2% of children in Hokkaido live in the area. Therefore, if pediatric emergency centers are concentrated into
the 21 facilities of 15 cities, almost all sick children can visit these centers within 2 hours by automobile.

The plan of concentration of pediatric emergency centers presented by Hokkaido Prefecture Government
will improve the personnel management of pediatricians without the loss of accessibility of sick children.




