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: 4) Please take one tablet after meals three times a day.
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1)I am a nurse.

3) The student will become an obstetrician next year.

(1)
(2) Are you an internist or a surgeon ?
(3)
(4) I want to become a male nurse.
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(I)doctor  (2)specialist  (3) general practitioner  (4) family doctor

(5)internist  (6)surgeon  (7)nurse  (8)head nurse |

(Itablet  (2)capsule  (3)powder  (4) cold medicine

9) dentist

(5) stomach medicine (6) ointment (7) herb (8) Chinese medicine

(9) eye drops (10) pain killer

Do

(1) Please take this medicine with hot water.
(2) Please take this medicine after meals.

(3) Please take care of yourself.

(4) This tablet is good for headache.

(5) May I have a medicine for cold ?

3
(1) three times a day (2) after meals (3) with water

(4) drug
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Forecast of Changes in the Number of
Outpatients and Inpatients in Each Japanese
Prefecture from 2005 to 2020
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Abstract

Visits to medical institutions increase with age. In the future Japan's overall population will decline, but its
population of elderly persons aged 65 and older will increase through 2020. Accerdingly, the number of out-
patients and inpatients is anticipated to increase over the next 10 years. However, since the aging of the
population will not progress uniformly across the country, future forecasts of the number of patients in each
prefecture will be essential for discussing future health care. In view of that, the changes in the number of
outpatients and inpatients from 2005 to 2020 were forecast based on each prefecture’s estimated population
in 2020 and consultatiocn rate in 2008.

The areas where the number of patients is predicted to increase sharply over the next 10 years are large
metropolitan areas such as the Kanto, Tokai, Kinki, and San-yo regions. On the other hand, although the number
of inpatients is forecast to increase on a national basis, there are prefectures where the number of outpatients
is predicted to decrease, such as in the Tohoku, San-in, Shikoku, and Kyushu regions.



