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Case 26-2012

A 70-Year-Old Woman with Fever and Back Pain
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Table 2. Clinical Signs and Symptoms of Brucellosis, Tuberculosis, and Pyogenic Infection Involving the Spine.*

Brucellosis Tuberculosis Pyogenic Infection
Variable (N=105) (N=42) (N=72) This Patient

percent of patients

Involvement of lumbar spine 65 33 63 Yes
Involvement of thoracic spine 23 647 26 No
Fever 84 327 75 Yes
Chills or rigors 74 207 60 Yes
Vertebral deformity 7 417 9 No
Neurologic symptoms 43 767 61 Yes

* Data are adapted from Colmenero et al.*>®
T P<0.05 as compared with the two other groups combined.
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